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Preface

In July of 1992, during my first week as a professor at Hofstra Uni-
versity School of Law, Monroe Freedman stopped by my office to talk
about an idea. Professor Freedman’s idea was that Hofstra Law School
should organize and host a major conference to explore and debate the
core issues in legal ethics. Professor Freedman said we should invite
leading lawyers and scholars in the field of legal ethics to speak about
the problems that concerned them most. He also said that we should
invite a sitting Justice of the United States Supreme Court to deliver a
keynote address, and that we should invite Professor Alan Dershowitz of
Harvard Law School to give an opening address.

On March 10th through 12, 1996, after nearly four years of plan-
ning, Monroe Freedman’s vision became a reality. Hofstra University
School of Law held a major conference titled “Legal Ethics: The Core
Issues,” featuring many of the most prominent names in the field of legal
ethics. The conference marked both the end of Hofstra’s first twenty-
five years as a law school and the beginning of the law school’s new
Institute for the Study of Legal Ethics (“ISLE”). Hundreds of people —
professors, judges, practicing lawyers, bar counsel, and members of the
general public — gave up three beautiful Spring days to listen to
speeches and to discuss the most pressing issues in the field of legal
ethics. We are all indebted to Monroe for his vision, and for his gui-
dance and persistence in seeing his dream come true.

This volume contains the professional papers submitted by the fea-
tured speakers at the Hofstra conference.  The papers, of course, speak
for themselves. They cover a wide range of subjects — prosecutorial
misconduct, the adversary system, conflicts of interest, alternative sys-
tems of dispute resolution, class actions, legal education, the role of non-
lawyers, international law practice, the Supreme Court’s views on law-
yers, and the future of the legal profession. We hope that you learn as
much by reading these papers as the people at the conference learned by
listening to the speeches based on these papers.

If you wish to listen to the speeches themselves, you may order
audiotapes of the conference by calling Corporate Audio Visual Services
at 800/488-8408. The audiotapes include not only the major speeches
but also commentaries by distinguished scholars, judges, and practicing
lawyers, as well as questions and comments from the audience.
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In addition, many of the speakers gathered at Hofstra University’s
television studios in September of 1995 to videotape three programs on
legal ethics for the American Bar Association’s PBS television series
titled “Inside the Law.” Those shows have since been broadcast on more
than 100 PBS stations across the country.

Looking to the future, Hofstra is planning another major legal ethics
conference for the 1997-1998 academic year. We hope you will be able
to join us in person at that conference.

—Professor Roy Simon
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