




































































THE COURSE OF STIJDIES 

The School of Law admits students only in 
the fall semester. The course of studies is 
offered on a full-time basis over three aca
demic years of two semesters each, with 
classes scheduled five days a week, chiefly 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.

Courses, programs, and requirements
may be modified or suspended at the dis
cretion of the School of Law. 

Requirements for theJ.D. Degree 

To be eligible for the JD. degree, stu
dents must: 
1. Complete at least 85 credits;
2. Satisfy residency requirements by at

tending the School of Law for six full
semesters with a minimum registration
of 12 credits in each semester;

3. Pass all First-Year courses;
4. Pass Appellate Advocacy, Constitutional

Law I, and Constitutional Law II-required
Second-Year courses;

5. Pass Legal Ethics in either the Second or 
Third Years;

6. Successfully complete the upper-class
writing requirement; and

7. Achieve a cumulative average of at least
2.0 (C average).
The first-year program is required and

students must pass all courses to be eligible 
for graduation. 

The curriculum for the second and third 
years at the School of Law is entirely elec
tive, with the following exceptions. In the 
second year students must take Appellate 
Advocacy, Constitutional Law I, and Con
stitutional Law II. In the second or third 
years, students must take the course in 
Legal Ethics. 

Upper-Class Writing Requirement 

Students also must satisfy the upper
class writing requirement through writing 
a substantial scholarly research paper in a 
seminar taught by a full-time faculty mem
ber or, alternatively, by registering for and 
submitting a paper for an independent 
study. The minimum acceptable grade for 
both of these alternatives is C+. An article 
published in the Hofstra Law Review, the 
Hofstra Property Law Journal, or the Labor 
Law Journal also satisfies the writing re
quirement. Members of these publications 
may submit an article not deemed publish
able to a faculty committee for approval. 
Courses that may be taken to satisfy the 
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upper-class writing requirement are listed 
in each semester's registration materials. 

Students must register for at least twelve 
hours in each semester of second and third 
year, but may not take more than seventeen 
credit hours in any semester unless written 
permission to do so is obtained from the 
Dean's Office. To meet the 85-hour require
ment for graduation, the total hours taken 
in the second and third years must be at 
least 56. There will be no academic credit 
granted at the Law School for any studies 
done elsewhere in the University, unless 
the studies are part of a program approved 
by the Law School or the student has ob
tained prior permission from the Dean's 
Office. There will be no academic credit 
granted for studies at other law schools, 
except in the case of a transfer student or a 
student who has obtained prior permission 
from the Dean's Office. In any event, grades 
earned in courses taken at other law schools 
or at other schools of Hofstra University 
will not be counted in the computation of 
a student's average. The Dean will not grant 
permission for studies completed at an off
campus summer program sponsored by 
another law school unless the program is 
accredited by the American Bar Associa
tion and the courses taken are not available 
at Hofstra. 

Admission to the Bar 

Because many states require their resi
dents to register prior to the start of the 
study of law, in order to sit for the bar 
examination, applicants who reside out of 
New York State or who intend to practice 
in another state should communicate with 
the Clerk, State Board of Law Examiners, of 
the state in which they currently reside or 
intend to practice concerning that state's 
requirements for admission. 

New York State has no such registration 
requirement. The requirements for admis
sion in New York State are contained in the 
Rules of the New York State Court of Ap
peals, copies of which are on file in the 
Dean's Office and the Law Library. The 
New York State Board of Law Examiners 
provides accommodations-such as acces
sible sites, extended time, and separate 
rooms-to students with disabilities. 

Leaves of Absence 

A student who requires a leave of ab
sence must apply in writing to the Dean for 

permission. Leaves of absence will be 
granted only upon a showing of compel
ling circumstances. 

Registration 

All students must register at the School 
of Law during the official registration peri
ods preceding each semester. They will be 
required to provide such information as the 
School of Law may from time to time re
quire. No one may attend lectures who is 
not duly registered as a regular or special 
student. A student who is registered for a 
course is permitted to drop the course or to 
alter or modify his program during the 
drop-add period. Courses and hours are 
subject to change. No student will be regis
tered and no degree will be conferred in 
any but his or her proper name. 

Residence Requirements 

To meet the requirements for gradua
tion, students must have six full semesters 
in residence with a minimum of twelve 
credits in each. (See the section entitled 
Summer School Program, which contains 
rules concerning early graduation.) 

Summer School Program 

The Law School offers a double session 
each year. Each session lasts for seven weeks 
of class and exams. Classes meet for the 
same number of 50-minute class periods as 
they do during a regular semester: a total of 
28 periods for a two-credit course; a total of 
42 periods for a three-credit course; and a 
total of 56 periods for a four-credit course. 

Students taking at least six credits in 
each of two sessions, whether in one sum
mer or over two summers, will have the 
equivalent of a full semester of work. Such 
students will be able to complete the cred
its required for graduation in two and one
half calendar years. Students taking at least 
six credits for four sessions in two summers 
are able to complete their academic studies 
in two calendar years. Formal commence
ment exercises are held each January and 
June. If less than six credits are taken per 
summer session, that session cannot be 
considered with respect to satisfying the 
attendance requirements for early gradua
tion. However, students who take any 
courses during the summer would be able 
to take fewer credits during regular semes
ters, but no less than twelve per semester. 














































































