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PREFACE

Hofstra’s second major conference on legal ethics, centered on the
theme “Access to Justice,” was held on April 5-7, 1998. It was a phe-
nomenal experience for those who attended. The major speakers, the
commentators, and the audience combined to produce an atmosphere of
intense debate and constant interaction.

To preserve the record of the conference and make it accessible to
as many people as possible, this volume collects the major papers and
commentaries that were delivered at the conference. Those who study
the behavior of lawyers and the system of justice will find each of these
papers worthy of careful reading.

However, no print collection of papers can capture the electricity of
a live conference and all that it entails—the rapid-fire exchange of views,
the excitement of hearing a prominent scholar’s new work for the first
time, the tension of listening to a learned audience member challenge a
speaker, the majesty of watching a Supreme Court Justice speak from the
heart, without notes, about the mission of lawyers and law professors.
No print collection can give readers the opportunity to hear the voices of
the speakers from the podium, to watch the audience react to their ideas,
to step up to the microphone to ask a question, or to meet with colleagues
in the hallways between programs, at meals, and in the evenings.

We therefore invite you to attend Hofstra’s next major conference
on legal ethics in person. You can study the ideas of the speakers by
reading the papers in a printed volume, but you can experience the elec-
tricity and dynamic of a large gathering of legal ethics scholars and law-
yers only by attending the conference in person. We hope to see you at
Hofstra in September 2000.

Roy Simon
Monroe Freedman
Conference Co-Directors
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