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Modernizing Trusts and Estates: Introduction
Alyssa A. DiRusso*

The 2020s have already staked their claim as pivotal in U.S. history.
The Covid-19 pandemic killed hundreds of thousands of Americans and
contributed to making 2020 the deadliest year on record.! The U.S. Cap-
itol was breached by a mob of its own citizens.? Racial and social justice
movements gained momentum.? The climate crisis continued its trajec-
tory toward “irreversible damage to our ecosystems.”# It’s exhausting,
and the 2020s have barely started.

And what comes next? Are we transitioning into the Roaring
2020s?5 In what ways will the laws of trusts and estates fundamentally
transform? How should lawyers and academics support (or resist) im-
pending change? How can we adapt legal practice to be nimble enough
to navigate an ever-changing landscape?

This eclectic volume addresses these themes by examining a variety
of topics where authors have identified a shift or modernization of the
law. Some are responses to the pandemic, such as adjustments in will
execution formalities or interjurisdictional wills. Others acknowledge
the racial justice movement and its implications for trusts and estates
law and lawyers. Several relate to investment, tax, or business planning
opportunities or challenges that modern times create. Many highlight
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trends that trusts and estates experts should integrate into their profes-
sional lives.

Although we fundamentally can’t know what the rest of the decade
holds, the best we can do is read, think, and try to predict the patterns.
May you practice law in interesting times.
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