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Robin Fretwell Wilson is the Class of 1958 
Law Alumni Professor of Law at Washington 
and Lee University School of Law, where her 
scholarship focuses on family law, children and 
violence, and health care law.  She is the editor 
of four recent books, including Reconceiving 
the Family:  Critical Reflections on the American 
Law Institute’s Principles of the Law of Family 
Dissolution (Cambridge University Press, 2006), 
The Handbook of Children, Culture & Violence 
(Sage Publications, 2006, with Nancy Dowd and 
Dorothy Singer), and Same-Sex Marriage and 
Religious Liberty (Rowman & Littlefield, 2008, 
with Douglas Laycock and Anthony Picarello). 
Her work has been featured in the New York 
Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles 
Times and the Wall Street Journal.  A member 
of the American Law Institute, Professor Wilson 
has worked extensively on behalf of state law 
reform efforts. In 2007, she received the Citizen’s 
Legislative Award for her work on changing 
Virginia’s consent law.  Professor Wilson is the 
immediate past chair of the Section on Family 
and Juvenile Law of the Association of American 
Law Schools.  

Robin Fretwell Wilson The Sidney and Walter Siben 

Distinguished Professorship Lecture in 

Family Law and Torts was established 

in 1984 and is supported by a gift from 

the firm of Siben & Siben LLP, in Bay 

Shore, N.Y. Its purpose is to promote 

scholarly research, conferences and 

publications in the fields of family law 

and torts.

Previous Sidney and Walter Siben Distinguished Professorship Lecturers*

Susan Frelich Appleton
Lemma Barkeloo and 
Phoebe Couzins Professor 
of Law, Washington 
University School of Law

Katharine T. Bartlett
A. Kenneth Pye Professor 
of Law, Duke University 
School of Law

Brian H. Bix 
Frederick W. Thomas 
Professor of Law and 
Philosophy, University of 
Minnesota

Emily Buss
Mark and Barbara Fried 
Professor of Law, University 
of Chicago Law School

David L. Chambers
Professor of Law, University 
of Michigan School of Law

Harriet Newman Cohen 
Matrimonial Law 
Practitioner

Martha L. Fineman
Professor of Law, University 
of Wisconsin Law School

Michael Grossberg
Professor of History, 
Indiana University

Martin Guggenheim
Professor of Clinical Law 
and Director of Clinical and 
Advocacy Programs, 
New York University School 
of Law

Hendrik A. Hartog
Class of 1921 Bicentennial 
Professor of the History of 
American Law and Liberty, 
Princeton University

Herma Hill Kay
Barbara Nachtrieb 
Armstrong Professor 
of Law, University of 
California at Berkeley Boalt 
Hall School of Law

Robert J. Levy
Professor of Law, University 
of Minnesota Law School

David D. Meyer
Mildred Van Voorhis Jones 
Faculty Scholar, University 
of Illinios College of Law 

Rachel F. Moran
Robert D. and Leslie-Kay 
Raven Professor of Law, 
University of California, 
Berkeley, School of Law

Twila L. Perry
Associate Professor of Law, 
Rutgers Law School

 

Dorothy E. Roberts
Kirkland and Ellis Professor 
of Law, Northwestern 
University School of Law

Carl Schneider
Professor of Law, University 
of Michigan School of Law

Elizabeth S. Scott
University Professor and 
Robert C. Taylor Research 
Professor, University of 
Virginia School of Law

Lee E. Teitelbaum
Alfred C. Emery Professor 
of Law, University of Utah 
College of Law

Jack B. Weinstein**
Chief Judge, United States 
District Court for the 
Eastern District of New 
York

Barbara Bennett 
Woodhouse
Professor of Law, University 
of Pennsylvania Law School

Judith T. Younger
Joseph E. Wargo Anoka 
County Bar Association 
Professor of Family Law, 
University of Minnesota  
Law School

*Titles listed represent positions held at the time the lecture was delivered.  
**Delivered the Convocation Address. 00
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