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Court of Appeals jurist will speak in courtroom at 4:30 p.m.

By Norman Kent
- Judge Sol Wachtler, Associate Judge of the New York
State Court of Appeals, will inaugurate Hofstra Law

‘ternoon at 4:30 p.m. in the courtroom on the third floor

‘of the new wing. |

‘Hofstra Law School. Yesterday, Judge Wachtler ad-

The Judge’s talk will culminate a two—dajr visit to

‘dressed the first year class, a trial practice session, and
‘members of the Law Review. Accompanying the judge
for a short while on Wednesday was his colleague on the

bench, Judge Harold Stevens, a Wilson appointee who is
this year a candidate to retain his seat on the state’s

‘highest court. The jurist has Republican, Conservative,

and Liberal backing.
~ Judge Wachtler was honored at a dinner for him last
‘night as well, when Dean Monroe Freedman of the
School of Law presented the distinguished jurist with a
“Citation of Judicial Excellence for his outstanding
contributions to the judiciary and the bar.”
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- It won’t be the first award to
rest on the walls of Judge Sol

Wachtler’s chambers. Since his -
_days as Supervisor of the Town of -

North Hempstead, the third
largest township, in the nation,

the judge has accumulated

numerous citations for his con-
tributions to public life and
judicial dignity. In consonance
with the fourth Canon of the Code
of Judicial Conduct,
Wachtler, the judge, has engaged
in activities designed to “im-

“prove the law, the legal system,

and: the administration of
justice.’’
Road to Judiciary

- Personal achievement is a
condition precedent to public
acclaim. Sol Wachtler’s road to
the judiciary was through Nassau
County politics. His tenure as
North Hempstead’s Supervisor
was preceded by a stint as a town
councilman. And his service on
the Court of Appeals was
preceded by a New York State
Supreme Court judgeship. The
nexus between the two was a
losing campaign for county
executive against then in-
cumbent Eugene Nickerson in
1968. . s

That well publicized near miss
turned the judge away from
politics and towards the
judiciary: ‘‘At the age of 37,”’ he
said, “I was asking myself the
question: wheredo I go? I was a
‘defeated candidate for public
office. I no longer had my
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position as supervisgr or North

‘Hempstead, and my tenure there

oy

:Court bench. “It wasn’t easy,”’
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‘material. Thegovernor tried to
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had left me without clients for a
law practice.”’ Unlike many third
year law students, Wachtler

found a job. Then governor, V-P

designate Nelson Rockefeller
nominated him to a vacancy on
the New York State Supreme

“1 was
political

Wachtler says now.
potentially . good

. dissuade me.”
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Discussing politics-and the law,
Wachtler reminisced about his
own law school days at
Washington and Lee University:
“T was captured by the ex-
citement of government. It was

intriguing.”” But today the judge -
sends ‘forth- a ‘caveat to law

students interested in both
politics and the law: “I was
mistaken when I thought I could

integrate the two effectively.

Young lawyers should make a
clear-cut decision and determine
for themselves whether they
want to practice law or go into
politics.”” ¥ R
_ Off the Bench
Off the bench, Sol Wachtler 1is

still the personable and articulate

gentleman from Kings Point. He
has spoken at every law school in
the state and only recently

returned from trips to Yale Law

School, where he conducted a
mock trial, and the University of
Michigan Law School in Ann
Arbor, where he delivered a talk
on legal reforms. ‘“The battle for
legal reform,”’ he concedes,
““has been politically frustrated
and personally frustrating.”’

For all intensive purposes,
Judge Wachtler still stumps the
circuit, arguing for the causes he
believes in: “If we could
eliminate victimless crimes, and
establish a separate category of
crimes for drug offenders, we
could immediately reduce court
backlogs by 75 percent ...”

“If we could reform the an-
tiqguated matrimonial laws, and

let lawyers—who are officers of -

the court, handig uncontested

divories, we could save hundreds

of thousands of dollars in
precious court time and space.”’

‘““‘Legislators and politicians
can’t do this though; what they
know might be best for society 1s
the thing that might get them
removed from public office, so
they don’t advocate it. It’s a
vicious cycle because once you
lose the office, you have lost your
leverage for reform . ..”

The dilemmas a politician
faces are not new to Wachtler of

course. I recall back in 1968,

T S s

-----------
|||||||||||
----------

..............

when the judge was ending all his
speeches with the timely words of
Dylan: ‘“‘the times’ they are a

changin . . .”’; he was asking the

public not to ‘‘(Please Don’t) Bite
the Politician:”

= ‘““The politician is fair game for
everyone whether it be the

barroom comic or the political
cartoonist. . . If he tries to please

the people and do what they want

him to do, he is portrayed a
demagogue; if he doesn’t, he is a
poor public servant, not
responsive to his constituency. If
he aspires to higher office, he is

labeled self-seeking, and am-

bitious; if he doesn’t, he is con-
sidered as someone with no
brains or ability . . .” |

The speech, which combined a
measure of Wachtler’s wit and
charisma, underscores a deeply-
held - personal philosophy:
“Government service can be a
noble profession, but the tragic
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Thé’"‘Hmiorabl'e Sol Wachtler--

find them unwise or personally '

offensive. They must be illegal or

‘unconstitutional.” -

) San_dford Dissent -

There was, too, Judge
Wachtler’s dissent in Sanford v.

~-Rockefeller, 32 NY 2d 788, in-

sisting that a person cannot be

fired without due process. The
judge’s dissent, based on the-

Taylor Law, was used by the
Supreme Court in a majority
opinion overruling the New York
State Court of Appeals.

And then in early June-Judge
Wachtler wrote the decision. in
NOW v. State Division of Human

Rights, at 358 NYS2d- 154, or:

dering that want ads in
newspapers must not be
published by referring to sex: “‘It
is often the case that a person or
organization acting in a manner
which genuinely intends to be
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“Young lawyers should make a clear-cut decision and determine for
themselves whether they want to practice law or go into politics.’’
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side effect of the politician’s
dilemma is to deter good people
from participating in govern-
ment.”’ -
Onthe Bench

On the bench, Judge Wachtler
is becoming a noted civil liber-
tarian for his decisions on
prisoners’ rights, women’s
rights, evidentiary questions,
freedom of speech issues, and
consumer protection.

The jiage 15 most proud of his
decision in Wilkinson v. Skinner,
34 NY 2d 93, the first prisoners’
rights case decided in New York
State. The decision provides that
prisoners will be guaranteed at
least ‘‘minimal due process
safeguards’” prior to detention
and punishment, but rejects the
appellant’s request for a more
far-reaching° determination.
Talking from his chambers in
Mineola, and seated under a gold

emblazoned replica of the

Declaration of Independence,

Wachtler said ‘“‘we can’t declare
laws or practices
constitutional simply because we

un-

prescriptive.”
In the Law Schools

Judge Wachtler has also ex--

pressed concern about the
direction of legal education
today, and favors more clinical
programs. He thinks. that

‘clerkships during the school year

should earn academic credit, and
promises that the Court of Ap-
peals will be *“‘Giscussing more

~elaborately” proposals on ex-

panding the number of clinical
hours law students are permitted
to enroll in.

““Besides internships, schools
ought to stress trials on the trial
level as well as at the appellate
level,” Wachtler says. ‘“At the
University of Michigan for
example, you can go into the
student lounge and watch an
actual trial taking place. It’s
being transmitted from a real
Ann Arbor courtroom via closed-
circuit TV.”

“One of the advantages of
closed circuit TV,”” Wachtler
adds, “is that it provides op-
portunities for law students to

scrutinize judges under a
microscope.”” Contending that
criticism of judges is ‘‘a healthy
democratic experience,”” the
Judge was not disturbed over
Jack Newfield’s latest enun-
ciation of the ten worst judges in

"New York, which appeared only

last week in the Village Voice.

Wachtler did indicate. he
thought these articles could be
‘““particularly deceptive,’’ and
noted that graphically depicting
the amount of time a judge serves

. »on the bench is not necessarily

useful: ‘“You don'’t find out-how :
much time he spends In In-
camera sessions, researching
points of law, or resolving
disputes between litigating at-
torneys.” Wachtler went out of
his way to praise Judge Hy
Barshay (criticized by
Newfield), as one of the ten finest
criminal court judges in the
state. He (Barshay) has written
some outstanding opinions.”

Confident that his future lies
with the judiciary (his term
doesn’t expire until 1987),
Wachtler is optimistic about the
reforms he campaigned for two
years ago: ‘‘New York now has
an administrative judge, we're
turning towards merit-selection,
we’re establishing procedures for
judicial discipline, and we will
one day computerize the entire
court system of the state in order
to maximize efficiency.”

The words of the man come
from the heart, and they come at
once with that sense of
frustration with things as they
are, but with the determination

that we can do better, and will.

The commitment is intense
though the man is relaxed. And
yet, as you sit there interviewing
a person on the state’s highest
tribunal, and you listen to him
articulating with frustration the
grievances you know in your own
heart need righting, you
inevitably ask yourself: ‘“‘If he
can’t change things, then who
can?’’ Are we all putting a band-
aild on a wound that major
surgery will not mend?
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Editor’s Oriel

GARBAGE GORGE
With scarcely a day of classes behind us, the Law
School faced a serious threat of inundation from the
refuse disgorged hourly by The Machines in the Student
Lounge. That the Dean called an open meeting on the
issue was appropriate, if somewhat precipitant. The
twenty or so students and two or three faculty that at-

tended the meeting learned that drastic responses were

under consideration. |

None spoke in defense of the litterers, who were the

subjects of a general sense of disapproval, for who
wants to clean up coffee cups and half-eaten lunches left
by the previous class? Most students have, at one time
or another, experienced the delight of finding their
books, papers, or even their arms, bonded to the table
by the sugar-cream-coffee expoxy fiendishly left by the
previous occupant. - | |
Aside from the individual distates engendered among
the students and faculty, one ponders how potential
employers will reconcile the discrepancy between a

garbage-strewn building and the three-piece suits and

Bloomingdale’s outfits they interview.

The Garbage Crisis was inevitable in the absence of

trash receptacles and tradition to the contrary. Since

 that meeting, there has been some improvement, which

can probably be correlated to the arrival of trash
containers in the new parts of the building. But the
situation can worsen if it remains as unheeded as the
announcements of the meeting. Simplistic and in-
flationary Nixonian solutions like banning food from
classrooms or a head tax to cover custodial costs of
hourly cleaning do not address the underlying causes—
apathy and lethargy ...

Enough time spent. The school has had notice that
unless the situation clears up within a few weeks, the
Dean will resort to one of the aforementioned absurd
solutions to an absurd, but nonetheless annoying
problem.

The Wyp, speaking as the Library, reminded students
that food is not allowed in there and never has been.
That does not mean the Library couldn’t use a few more
wastebaskets. Rumor has it there’s one hidden in the
‘“‘Lower Level.” B

ANNOUNCING: |
A KRAZY KONSCIENCE KONTEST!!!
—NAME THAT PIGEON—

Our editors have recently learned the true identity of
the pigeon dwelling in the ceiling of Mt. Ct. (Who, in-
cidentally, did not attend the Dean’s meeting.) Can you
guess his name before he gits you? The winner will
receive a leatherbound copy of Knowledge Made Simple
by Dr. Roy Davis Meyer. '
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~ “The important.thing is this: to be able, at any moment, to sacrifice
what we ure for what we could become.” . _
I —Charles Du Bois
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‘Student Raps Changes Without Consultation

Dear Editor, _
The Watergate atmosphere of decisions made in

secret without the least concern for the rights of the

governed has infiltrated our school. The basic right

of free and open access by students to the decision-
making process has been callously ignored.
Regressive changes affecting the philosophy and
operation of our school have been surreptitiously
implemented. They have been instituted without
student knowledge or input. Not even a faculty
meeting was called to discuss them. It is our right,
perhaps our duty, to demand an explanation.
Why has classroom participation been in-
corporated as an element of grading without open
discussion by students and faculty as to the merits
of the idea? The procedure of allowing the im-

~ position of negative credit or the simple withholding

of any credit by arbitrary fiat surfaces as a
potential control over student frankness. While
most faculty are too decent to utilize it for that
purpose, its chilling effect cannot be denied. Fur-
thermore, the wholesale calling on of people to
recite in class is an irritating and archaic practice
without educational value. Seating charts and
taking attendance are equally ridiculous.

How many of you are aware that books containing
pictures of the freshman class are being printed?
They will be distributed to the faculty who can cut
out the pictures, and paste them on seating charts.
This disgusting and degrading process is also being
considered for the rest of the school.

One hopes most faculty have enough respect for
us as human beings to prevent this practice from
being instituted. This treatment should not be

tolerated. It is up to us to let the faculty and ad-
ministration know how we feel about these

developments.
Why were the new schedules designed

deliberately to force as many people as possible to
have five days of classes? Aren’t we mature enough
to handle our own academic planning? Is there no

isensitivity to the needs of those students who must

work to pay for their education?

Dean Freedman speaks in the Bulletin of student
participation as an important facet of Hofstra life.
However, there has been no student participation in
any of the changes made this summer. Other than
the need for a new schedule, were any of these other
changes so crucial that they had to be instituted
without open . discussion to consider their im-
plications?

I personally feel these changes to be regressive

and demeaning. I don’t deny they are open to other

interpretations. Unfortunately, when such things:
are done stealthily and in the dark of night, those
responsible cannot complain if we choose to look -

with suspiclious eyes. |

It is our right to demand a suspension of these
dubious new rules until faculty and students have

had a chance to decide their merit. Furthermore,

equal student participation in the preparation of
future schedules should be requested. Finally, we
should demand more than token representation at

faculty meetings. This is our school and we are

responsible for making it responsive to our needs.
| ~ Sincerely,

. Bob Saperstein

ABA-LSD Announces Client Counseling Contest

September 10, 1974
Dear Editor:
- The 1975 Client Counseling Competition of the
Law Student Division of the American Bar
Association will take place in March 1975. Last year
48 schools participated; this year, with your
cooperation, it is hoped that many more will enter
the Competition. |

As you may know, the Client Counseling Com-

petition developed as a legal teaching technique. In
some ways it is analogous to Moot Court, except
that the skill tested is counseling rather than ap-
pellate argument. At a time when interest in both
clinical tools in legal education and preventive law

as a substantive area is growing, this Competition

fills a real need. The Competition tries to simulate a

real law firm consultation as closely as possible. A

typical client problem is selected and a- person

~ acting the role of the client is briefed on his or her

part. Prior to the day of the actual Competition

students, who work in pairs, receive a very brief -

memo concerning the problem. This data is
equivalent to what a secretary might be told when a
client calls to make an appointment. The students
are asked to prepare a preliminary memorandum
based on the problem as it is then understood.

In the actual competition, which takes place at a
regional host law school, each team of students is
given an hour. The first 45 minutes of the hour are
devoted to an interview with the client during which

Dear Editor: o | -
For students who want an effective voice in the

decisions of the faculty, now is the time to make
your bid. This is the body that votes on the major
policies of the law school. Last year it addressed

issues such as a significant change in the grading

system and closed its own meetings to non-voting
students (later repealed by referendum). Mem-
bership of student representatives to the faculty will

be changing in response to pressure concerning the

existing ratic of students to faculty.
For almost a year now, thé Governance Com-

mittee of the Law School has examinea various

proposals for such an increase in the number of
student representatives during conference sessions.
At present, there are four voting students—two
from each of the upper two classes in the school.
The Governance Committee now has a choice
between two major drafts for additional student
members. |

The first would increase the members we now
have by one representative per class to a total of
nine or about one-quarter of the total voting body.
The second draft would allow for five represen-
tatives per class—one from each section and two at
large for the first year class with all others at

~large—a total of fifteen or one-third of the entire
. voting body. .

the students are expected to elicit the rest of the

relevant information and propose a solution or

outline of what further research would be
necessary. During the last quarter of the hour the
students may confer between themselves and
verbally prepare a post interview memorandum.
This memorandum can be used to explain to the
judges why the participants handled the interview

~-as they did.

All American Bar Association approved law -
schools are invited to enter a pair of students in the
Competition. Application forms and a twenty-five
dollar ($25.00) entry fee per school should be

- received by the Law Student Division by November

18, 1974. A book containing 18 Client Counseling
problems with analyses of the problems is available

from the Law Student Division at a cost of three

dollars ($3.00). Three copies of this book are sent
free to all schools which enter the Competition.

- Information about the Client Counseling Com-

petition is available upon request. The deadline for
applying is Nov. 18, 1974. = o

Sincerely yours,

Alice E. Fried

~ Assistant Director

| -' Law Student Division

Note: Any students interested in the competition

should consult directly with Assistant Dean David
Benjamin. | -

Student Wants Five Voting Representatives

‘There are over six-hundred students in the Law
School and approximately thirty voting faculty and
administrative members on the committee. To

increase representation by one student per class
‘this year is still to fall below what was deemed

insufficient student legislative voice in the past
(when the ratio of students to faculty on the com-
mittee was greater). The fifteen student member
proposal would allow for a two-to-one faculty to
student ratio on the committee. The faculty would
still have a two-thirds plurality but students would
have a more substantial opportunity to influence

those core policy decisions that the committee -

ai&E; :

On October 10th the taculty will hold its first
meeting and in all probability a vote will be taxen on .
which, if either, of these proposals will be adopted.
Their vote on the drafts will be necessary in order to
hold fall elections to these positions. If you agree
with the writer that the five member per class
proposal should be adopted, then speak to your
professors and student representatives to ensure
their support and vocal advocacy. Most important,
attend the meeting where these proposals will be
aired and speak out! ' ' _

' Sint:erely, |
Will Nix
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The Epistemology of Legal Education:
"~ Finding Meaning and Purpose In Law School

Michael Vass is a first year student in Section A who is going to be
mighty surprised when he reads his name in this paper. But Mike’s
admissions essay on why he wanted to go to law school has an in-
teresting epigram that is worthy of publication:

‘““You can share half and still have a whole. . .”’

—Almond Joy.

This enigmatic phrase is clarified in Mike’s essay, which concludes
with a promise that as an attorney, he will ““work to correct the
inequities of a system that selectively punishes-the poor” while
maintaining an “ineffective, racist, and inhumane penal system.”’

These are bold words for a law
school applicant. Most ad-
missions essays, I’'m sure, are
tempered by moderation and
reason, cautiously approaching
the legal profession with due
respect. But Mike has made
known early his deeply rooted
discontent with  societal
disparities, and has ideally set
himself upon a course which may
right some of those wrongs.
Nevertheless, law students,
particularly first year law
students, will get few op-
portunities, if any, to become
drum majors for justice. And it is
individuals like Mike Vass—

- those who deeply and sensitively

feel for justice and equality in

law—that will find the most in-

tense frustrations in law school’s
first year. |

Deserts of Reason |

Legal education is not a sen-
sitivity session, though much of it
should be. The first year law
student will not find Hawkins v.
McGee being analyzed for its
psychological impact upon the
recipient of the hairy hand. The
liberal arts majors, from the
sociophilosophic  backgrounds,
will grow thirsty quickly, in law’s
deserts of reason. It is a rare
judge who finds. a defendant
innocent because the jails or laws
are themselves guilty.
Repressive laws are often
countenanced in holy phrases to
the Divine creator or Sanctity of
the legal order.

Appellate decisions lend
themselves to conceptual legal
understanding, but rarely do they
respond to practical lawyer-like

experiences. For those in search

of justice, the first year of law
school can be an unsettling af-

fair. It shouldn’t have to be. We

can probably do better, and it is
encouraging to know that the
Dean and faculty members think
accordingly.

Law schools are primarily

‘designed to make law students

good lawyers, but nowhere in the
law school bulletins do you read
about the thousands of calls for
legal aid that each day go
unanswered.

Nowhere will you find
references to the country and
Constitution our past president

“abandoned, and our new
president whitewashed.
‘Nowhere will the bulletins talk

- about the laws and wars our tax

dollars support. Oh, the bulletins
promise you a course on tax laws
and constitutional laws. But WE

THE PEOPLE have painfully

seen in the past few years how
our colleagues in the legal
profession can use, as well as
abuse, their learning.

Law schools, like other
professional schools, permits us
to treat rat bites, but ignore the
rats; to treat malnutrition, but
ignore the causes of hunger; to
place a client on welfare, but
ignore the diminution in an in-
dividual’s pride and purpose. It
isn’t surprising that
American Bar Association
recently tabled to death a
resolution requiring, or at least
recommending, that all lawyers
do some pro bono public work. It
becomes increasingly clear that

the

| activist lawyers must turn to the

National Lawyers’ Guild for

activism.
Just what do law schools do

then?

The Epistemological Purpose

Law schools do serve a unique
function as a source of in-
tellectual growth. Often you hear
that law sharpens the mind by
narrowing it, but that is a
popularly misconstrued phrase.
The statement only refers to the
recognition that many cases are
broad with judicial implications,
and complex with intertwining

facts. Since the idea of law is to

give order to the spectrum,
rather than declare that the
colors are irreconciliable, it is
usually the narrowest rule that
sheds the most precise and ex-
plicit light (upon a subject). My
only regret is that this principle
is overemphasized at the ex-
pense of other concerns, legally

......................................................................................................
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ting, and it pushes romance into
the background. This stage 1is
dominated by the i1nescapable
awareness that there are right
ways to proceed and wrong ways,

~as well as definite truths to be

learned. The:piecemeal, ad hoc,
learning still takes place, but it is
comfortably fitted into a
developing picture. Precision
focuses romance by lending
order to the spectrum of
assimilated facts. Here was the
nadir of Dr. King’s meticu-
lousness and former Dean
Mahon’s exactness; Professor
Agata’s poignant ‘‘quaeries’ and

Dean Freedman’s incisive
probing.
The Stage of
Crystallization

The last stage, the stage of
crystallization (Whitehead would
call it generalisation) is rarely
achieved by law students. It is
Hegel’s synthesis, the broad
mastery and understanding of
law that comes with years of
practice and research and
scholarship.

It is not the pursuit of justice,
but the integration of such a
pursuit into your own life, that
finds harmony in the stage of
crystallization. It 1is an
awareness of where you have

llllllllllllllllllllllll
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“It is a rare judge who finds a defendant innocent
because the jails or laws are themselves guilty. Repressive

laws are often countenanced in holy phrases to the Divine

Creator or sanctity of the legal order.”
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insufficient perhaps, but
nevertheless morally com-
pelling. We .need more -judges

- rendering decisions on the basis

of conscience and equity, par-
ticularly in the court cases you
rarely read about during the first
year. Poor people rarely can
appeal because of the paucity of
legal aid, and when they get the
legal shaft, it is more often than
not permanent.
The Rhythm of
Legal Education

Legal education, approached
social-scientifically, is basically
rhythmic, as meaning essentially
the conveyance of difference and
discrimination within the
framework of repetition. In
relation to intellectual progress, I
would borrow from Whitehead’s
framework of education: the
stage of romance, the stage of
precision, and the stage of
crystallization. Alfred North

- Whitehead, you may recall, was

a social scientist of international
repute.

The romantic stage 'is
unquestionably law school’s first
year, with its enticing and ex-
cruciating glimpses of a novel
subject matter at once half-
disclosed and as yet half-
concealed by a wealth of legal
materials. It is a year of
piecemeal, ad hoe, learning, in
which the first year law student,
swamped with an enormous

workload, adjusts to a new

vocabulary and a changing,
challenging environment.  The
pressures are intense, although
second and third year students
too often pompously demean
them. The key to outstanding
success is inevitably the measure
of self-discipline you impose upon
yourself, and the enthusiasm
with which you approach the new
materials. You’ve got to keep a
smile in your heart, and a song on
your lips.

The stage of precision, the
second stage, is the most exac-
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been, where you are now, and
where you are going. It is legal
education at its ' visceral
fruition. The pain all seems to
have had a purpose, and the web
that seems so uncertain to the
student of law is an artistic fabric
to law’s master. |
It is a spirit of crystallization
that dominates a great faculty or
administration, and I think we
have it here at Hofstra Law. Our

aware. But intellectually they
are meaningless. The C average
that I barely scraped out in my
first year was neither an indices
of my lawyering potential or in-
tellectual capacity. But it did
serve to pigeonhole me into an
unwelcome corner, and force me
to re-evaluate methods of study
and approaches to legal
education. Therein lie its value.
To live for a grade alone is to die
for the lack of it, and that is most
surely a worthless death.

Your mission in law school, = ..

should you decide to accept it, is
not so much learning the law, as

the boundaries of

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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living it. Acquainting yoursel B e
with
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“The really useful training yields a comprehension of a

few general principles with a thorough grounding in the way

they apply to a variety of concrete details. In subsequent
practice [students\will forget particular details; but they will
remember by an unconscious common sense how to apply
principles to immediate circumstances.’’
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professional responsibility while
in the halls of academia 1s not an
easy task. The atmosphere isn’t
conducive, so we often overstep
our place, and diminish the
seriousness of our responsibility.
And make no mistake about its
seriousness. Last year there
were over 100,000 applications for
only 22,000 seats in law schools.
For many, legal education is a

—Alfred North Whitehead, in

The Aims of Education
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outstanding faculty, personally
and professionally responsive to
student needs and requirements.

We have, I might add, a

University president dedicated to
making Hofstra University a top-
quality institution of higher
learning while expecting the
same from the la'x school.

We have secretaries and
librarians here too, overworked

lifetime investment.
One day we will be retained by
clients to redress wrongs, settle
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faculty has the potential to in-
tegrate theoretical concerns with
practical utility. As students we

must insist that they do so.
Faculty persons ought to publish.

They ought to maintain seminars
in the administration of justice or

continuing education for lawyers.

~Our school is now at this critical
stage, and thus far, we have
responded rapidly and ef-
fectively. On another page of this
paper you will find a foolish

article suggesting Hofstra’s
administrative approaches to our
education have been ‘‘surrep-
titious and regressive.”” The
article fails, however, not only
because it lacks logical support,
but because it addresses itself to
peripheral concerns, not central
to the quality education this

institution seeks to offer.
On the other hand, its

criticisms are valid to the extent
':'that law school can be tense
enough without the added

disputes, minimize grievances,
and secure just results. Em-

bedded in appellate casebook,
these goals will seem far too

distant for the first year law.

student. It is hard to see the
forest from the trees. But there is
a purpose which invites your
perseverence, and it goes far
beyond the material wealth that
may not even be there. Anyway,
you can never have a rainbow
until after a storm.

Mike Vass is really right. You
can share half and still have a
whole. But first you have to get
there, and I imagine it will take
some time before any of us
realize our investments. We
spend a lot of time in law school

trading todays for tomorrows.

Opportunities at Hofstra

At Hofstra Law, we have a
student community conducting a
law fellows program to ac-
celerate and facilitate the ad-
justment to legal learning.

We have a student community
sponsoring a first year ad-
visement program that is geared
towards familiarizing you with
library usage while providing
individual counselling if needed.

We have deeply sensitive
administrators, acutely aware of
the pains and promise ac-
companying legal education.

We have, as I've noted, an

forest from the trees. But
there is a purpose which
invites your perseverence.’’
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and understaffed, but com-
petently carrying on the ad-
ministrative chores that lay the
foundation for professional ef-
ficiency.

We have, as a whole, fine
people here, all working together
in a congenial learning en-
vironment. The friendships we
foster and maintain are as im-
perative to our mental health as
the law we hope to learn.

For myself, and I have been at
Hofstra seven years now,
regretting that this will be my
last—I think we have a spirit here
that makes life at once livable
and lovable. Within this
university, I am convinced you

can fulfill your goals, your needs,
and your aspirations. Within this
university, I have. -
For in the last analysis, no
matter what our station in life,
whether we are building a school
or learning in it, we seek a life of
love, of peace, and of con-

tentment, not only for ourselves,

but our society. To find melody in
the chaos is what it’s all about.
Like Mike Vass, I am certain you
can share half and still have a
whole.

pressures these new guidelines

impose. We may not want to
institutionalize informality, but
let’s not abandon it altogether.

The Legal Mission

Intellectual progress does not
involve semesterial cycles; there
is no timetable for the stages I
have enumerated. Because of
this, grading systems in law
school do not judiciously
discriminate, but arbitrarily
demean. Practically, high grades
and a law review status will
serve an economic purpose—as
third year students are acutely

LAWYERS — ACCOUNTANTS CONFERENCE
THIS WEEKEND IN NEW YORK CITY

CHICAGO—The responsibilities and liabilities of lawyers, ac-
countants and other. professionals as advisors to management will be
analyzed during an American Bar Association institute in New York
City, Oct. 3-5.

“We will also study their role as advocates, in the context of
changing public concepts, the Code of Ethics, the Code of Professional
Responsibility, the common law, state corporation laws, the emerging
Federal Securities Code and court and administrative proceedings
against lawyers and accountants by the SEC,” said Mendes Her-
shman, New York City, chairman of the ABA’s Section of Corporation,

- Banking and Business Law which is sponsoring the institute.
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‘Dapper David’ Diamond

By Roger Kaplan

Seated behind his 40 year old Smith-Corona typewriter, the most
prominent object in an office that is still somewhat disorganized and
faintly reminiscent of an old storage room, Professor Diamond is
making himself at home in his Hofstra surroundings. He is a native
Long Islander, born and raised in Great Neck until he graduated from
high school. Professor Diamond returned to the New York area after
seven years at Harvard where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts and
Law degrees. In New York he was associated with Hughes, Hubbard,
Blair and Reed and had served as chief welfare attorney at
Mobilization for Youth Legal Services and as director of the Law
Reform and Test Case unit of Mobilization for Youth Legal Services.

Professor Diamond comes to Hofstra after spending three years on
the faculty of Syracuse University College of Law. Remembering his
impressions of Syracuse after leaving New York City, he says, ‘“‘I’m a

real provincial, I mean, I don’t just live in New York City, I live in

Manhattan, and to leave and go to live where the cows live really
struck me as strange ... but I did it and it took me two years to
acquaint myself with a whole new set of values and life styles . ..
which I eventually came to love.”” Realizing that any attempt to live a
Manhattan life style in Syracuse is, ‘‘ultimately doomed to failure,”’ is
something that brought Professor Diamond back to New York. He
said, ‘‘So I left Syracuse, but I don’t leave with rancor. It was a flight
back to New York rather than one away from Syracuse.”’

Observing the trauma of second and third year students faced with
the problem of finding a job, Professor Diamond remembered his
experiences, ‘‘I interviewed once while I was in law school and found it
so awful that I did not attempt to interview again for two years. By
that time i1t was September, I was out of school, had taken the bar and I
needed a job . . . so I went in and knocked on doors . .-. and they (the
interviews) were almost all unspeakable. The one that was not un-
speakable, the one that was very enjoyable was the place that hired
me. I was asked what I did in my spare time and I said, ‘Right at the
moment I'm building a boat,” and the guy I said it to turned out to be
the commodore of some Long Island yacht club. So we talked about
chines and boats and how they leak and where they leak, and we talked
about furniture, and we just made it, it was just a bunch of people
having a nice conversation.’”’ As for advice to students, he observed,
“It is a traditional failing of law students to be snowed by external
appearances . . . Wall Street is not the Holy Ghost, don’t be afraid to go
into other types of practice in a different kind of community. The
people that are interviewing you are by and large very real people and
they want to hire people they find attractive in some way . . . Be loose
about interviews ... but, of course, that’s advice that you can’t
follow.”’

Professor Diamond’s impression of Hofstra, to date, is, ‘“‘that it
really is too early to know . . . to know what my colleagues are like and
to know the students. There is one difference; in Syracuse we never
really had a dean, we had many acting deans, and it seems to me that
Freedman really sets the tone around here. But coming from
Syracuse, thus far, the similarity of the experience has been the most
interesting thing to me . . . First year law students, the first weeks of
law school probably present something close to a universal ex-
perience, until they realize that they really are not total mental
defectives.”

Aside from wanting some kind of excellence, Professor Diamond
considers it to be important to be at a school where people find it ex-
citing to learn things, ““I think it is more important to think that I am
part of that process than to find I have written the definitive, en-
cyclopedic article on the rise and demise of amended complaints.”’
Because Hofstra is supposedly a ‘‘teaching school” is one reason
Hofstra appeals to him. Intra-student and faculty-student contact and
interaction are very important to him. |

Professor Diamond would also like to see the Law School be a real
part of the University. One great failing of all law students, in his
opinion, is the fact that they don’t read anything, anything other than
law books. Commenting on this problem, he said, ‘I would like to see,
and there is no reason why there can’t be poem recitals, travel or
dramatic clubs within the Law School itself . . . I am a great believer
in the process of cross-vertalization and tend to think we could learn a
great deal from other academic disciplines.”’

Xerox Charge Next Spring

Having already printed some 350,000 xerox copies of legal materials,

for over 35 different courses, Assistant Dean David Benjamin an-
nounced today that a nominal tuition surcharge will be imposed this
spring “to cover the escalating costs of paper reproduction.” The
charge, which is estimated to be between $10 and $15, will be
retroactive to this Fall.

A more detailed explanation of the charge will be ﬁublished in the
October 24 issue of Conscience.

people in their
education, which may eventually
lead to a job with a law firm as a
para-legal professional.

‘Jeff Englander, Lance
Lieberman, and Bruce Ellison
taught legal research to ap-
proximately 110 graduate
students enrolled in a 12-week
summer program sponsored by
Adelphi University’s Department
of Continuing Education. All
three have been rehired for the
fall session.

According to Englander ap-
proximately 85-90 percent of the
students are  women,
representing a broad range of
colleges including Vassar, Smith,
Skidmore, Hofstra and other City
and Long Island schools. A
significant proportion of the
women come from the South
where the demand for para-legal
professionals is growing, but
where para-legal educational
programs are scarce.

Students enrolled in Adelphi’s
two-year old program, which is
one of a handful of its kind in the
country, attend classes five days
a week, three and one-half hours
each day. The first four days are
devoted to substantive law
courses such as real estate,
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estates and trusts, corporate law
and litigation. The fifth is devoted

to legal research.

““Students’ approach to the
course was diverse. For the most
part, we believe there was a
strong correlation between
learning experience and effort
expended In the course. Those
who displayed a genuine interest
In research and writing
techniques came away from the
program with a sound basis for
legal draftsmanship,”’” said
Messrs. Englander and Ellison.

The substantive law courses
are taught by ‘Adelphi business
professors, most of whom are
also lawyers. Tuition is $850.

“It’s hard to teach a course like
legal research which is very
boring. The subject doesn’t lend
itself to class discussions, so we
had to tell a lot of jokes, anec-
dotes and stories to keep them
awake,”’ said Lieberman.

““The greatest difficulty was
that the students had no prior

experience in law so they didn’t

. . are Bruce Ellison (left) Jeff Englander. and

Referendum for a Student Bar:
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understand the legal terminology
involved in legal research.

‘““Another problem is that the
concept of the para-legal
professional is very new. It’s
hard to know what to teach when
you don’t know what they will be
used for,” said Lieberman.

“I had trouble teaching the
concept of jurisdiction, and when
you mention stare decisis they
think you’re talking about a pop
record,’”’ said Englander.

““I couldn’t have done it without
the Wyp,”” said Lieberman,
referring to Eugene Wypski, who
has taught legal research to
every Hofstra Law student.

“Wypyski’s course really helped
‘us teach. The students probably

learn legal research more
thoroughly than anything else in
the program,” said Lieberman.

One indication of the success of
the program, as well as the
teaching ability of the Hofstra
Law students, is that enrollment
is up 30 percent for the fall
semester.

The Debate Begins Again

According to Student
Representative Marvin Gutter,
'76, the Law School will soon hold
a referendum to ascertain
student interest in the formation
of some type of student bar
association. At the same time,
there will be an election of
Student Representatives to the
Faculty. A third matter will be
the selection of a delegate to the
American Bar Association, Law

School Division. The voting is -
planned for the week of October

7th, prior to the first faculty
meeting.

The question in the referendum
will call for a ‘“yes’” or ‘no”
answer to the question, ‘“‘Are you
in favor of the establishment of a
student bar association at Hof-
‘stra’Law School?”’ The vote is not
a ratification of any particular
form of bar association, but will
serve as an indicator of student
preferences. |

An affirmative vote will lead to
the establishment of a volunteer
study committee to examine
alternative forms for an SBA.

Due to lags in the approval
procedures, the total number of
Representatives is still unsettled.
The Governance Committee has
approved an increase from 6 to 8.
To keep the number of Reps in
proportion to the increased
faculty size, a further increase to
91is anticipated at the first faculty
meeting, but for the upcoming
election, the distribution among
classes will be 3 (one from each
first-year section)-2-2, and one at-
large.

Currently Jeff Englander ’75,
Alice Morey ’75, Brian Asserson
'76, and Marvin Gutter °’76
represent student interests in
discussions and voting at faculty
meetings. They are also

responsible for the distribution
and accounting of the $17,000 in
activities fees collected by the
University for the Law School.

Sign up sheets for candidates

. will be posted within the week

before the election. Any full-time

student is eligible to run.
Asserson, who also has been

‘urged to do so.

serving as representative to the
ABA-LSD pointed out the ad-
ditional requirement that can-
didates for that office be qualified
as members of ABA-LSD for the
1974-75 academic year. All law
students, however, can par-
ticipate in the voting, and were
—Russell

National Lawyers Guild, Rm. 310,
‘Attica’; '
Judge Sol Wachtler, Courtroom;
‘The Administration of Justice'
NYU Placement Forum -
Law School 'Get Together'; Student
- Center

Herbert X. Blyden

Rathskeller, North

Campus; No cover charge, cash
bar for Beer and Wine

Shayne, Esq.; Courtroom;

Attorneys-in-Residence -
Program:
for the Young Attorney"

First Faculty Meeting; time and
place to be announced

Sen. Mary Anne Krupsak, Cour-

“"Financial Survival

troom; "Women and the Law"

The Honorable Bemard Meyer,

Joseph Suozzi, and Francis

Altimari:
View of the Administrmion of
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Justice”
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Law School
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