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Enthusiasm High As D.A.
~ Program Is Initiates

by Neil Weinrib ‘
The District Attorney’s Clinical

~Program has beenin progress for

“Just over a month, and already it
is being hailed asa success by the
students and faculty of Hofstra as

~well as by the Office of the
- District Attorney.

“earlier in the spring, the result of

The program was aporoved

-a proposal initiated by Dean
Filler in conjunction with District

Attorney " Denis Dillon. It - is

~currently under -the direction of
: Professor Herman. Hillman.

_year students_are enrolled in the
~clinical
~semester,

Ai; the present time, three third

program. for the fall
although 1t was

~originally designed to handle

about 12 students. Those par-

.tlmpatmg in the program are

Joan Axinn. Donna Hunte and

: FI‘IC I 1£f

These ‘‘legal asmstants are

“under the direct supervision of an

Assistant District Attorney in the

"Homicide Bureau. Moreover,

.each A.D.A.
- Judge
-~ Court,

1S assigned . to a
'in the Nassau County

thus- permitting the
students to work with those who

~administer the system.

me - LHlllman : &

As far as duties are concerned,
the law assistants do just about
everything the A.D.A.’s do and
maintain a normal workload way

in excess of the 32 hours
minimum requirement. They
pick-up a case at its inception and
perform the necessary In-
vestigations, interrogate wit-
nesses, answer motions, prepare
trial memoranda of law, prepare
the proposed jury charges, and
prepare witnesses for trial.

- And that is only the beginning.
The law assistants are physically
present at the counsel table in the
courtroom from the voir dire
through the final verdict, and are

present during most pre-trial

conferences including the plea

bargaining. In addition, they

-attend midway hearings, bail

P v

reduction hearings, and perform

L.

, Professor

-and - only fors-11- credits.

- hé  added,
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general research f_unctlons in-
cluding the preparation of at
least. one appellate brief.

Besides their heavy workload

at the D.A.'s office, the law
assistants attend regular
seminars  with  Professor

Hillman. At the seminars, all the
students are present to review
and discuss their written work
and the descriptions of their work

- experience. They also perform

self-evaluations on their In-
dividual experiences.

Hillman
provides 'reading . assignments
with respect to various ethical
considerations within the
criminal process such as plea

bargaining and the discretion’

that is vested in the District

Attorney’s decision of whether or

not to prosecube
All this the law assistants do—

week Professor Hillman receives

progress reports from Harvey

[evinson, Chief of the County
Trial Bureau, who is helping to
coordinate the program. So far
the response has been great.
Professor Hillman says, ‘‘the
experience of a real work

situation involving professional

responsibility has had enormous
impact on thé students and has
supplied all the motivation that. is
needed for learning. I discern,”

" “prellmmary
evidences that the presence of

our students in the District At-

torney’s Office has affected, in a
positive way, the daily .functions'

‘of the prosecution.

“The students,’’says Hillman,
‘‘have been successful in
pbreaking up the heavy workload
and improving the preparation of
cases by supplying ‘back-up
resources’ in the way of extensive
research.

“On the basis of one month’s
experience,”” he said, ‘‘both
District Attorney Dillon and
Harvey Levinson have been
‘delighted with the performance
of the students.” ”

Behind the Seenes |
Joan Axinn, one of the par-

' ticipants in the program, was
asked for her reaction to what she
has learned sofar. ‘‘Iloveit,”” she.

said. Joan descirbed herself as
‘““‘extremely enthusiastic’’ and
said that she’s been

sit in ‘“behind the scenes’ on
selection of juries, plea
bargaining, and conferences with
the judges. In fact, she is sur-
prised ‘“200 people haven't ap-
plled” for the program. |

Professor Hillman, asked why
he, an expert in real estate, was
involved in the area of criminal
law, admitted that

‘“outside his field”’ but em-

also

,legal

Each

phasized that he has “an interest
in the administration of justice
and the ethical and professional
reSponSIbllltles of lawyers.” In
addition, he said,
perience has been a  great
education for me.”

Anyone at all interested In

- litigation and the criminal

process would be well advised to

~look into this clinical program. It

is only open to third year

students and is offered on a pass- =

fail basis. Students are screened
by Professor Hillman and must
possess some knowledge of
criminal procedure

'NLO I or any other relevant
experlence -1 a
prerequisite, and ‘is considered

along with a good law school

record. Most of all, this clinical
program actively serves to bring

- the student out of the library and
o b Asswtant

one step closer to the law. ..

New Reps

Are Elected

I ' by Josh Klapper

‘A number of closely con-

tested races were culminated

last week with a run-off as this |

vear’s student representatives
were elected.” The new reps
~are: | | "

First Year, Sec. A—Gary
Small, Sec. B—Michael.
Patrick, Sec. C—Abe Gross

Second Year—Shelley

[ Third

Sherman, Steve Shepherd
Year—Darrell
Gavrin, Joel Marcus

At Large—Doug Carter

established by the student
reps in the coming weeks. All
students are urged to make
their voices heard 1In the

decision-making process. *‘I

| think all our meetings should -

be open and I welcome student
opinion on all matters,’’ states
newly-elected rep., Shellev‘

in court . I Budget

practically every day and able to

Sherman.
allocations and

parking problems are among

it was

the issues to be dealt with this

l year. It's up to the students to
supply the necessary input so
| that appropriate decisions can

be made. . _
| Many thanks go to Chair-
man Ira Sturm and his
| Elections Committee of Larry
Rouse and Neil Weinrib, who
worked many hours on run-
ning a successful election.

Important policies will be

““the ex-

J

[ Close Races
| Decided As

By Richard Seltzer
In September 1970, the Neigh-
borhood Law Office was founded
by Prof. David Kadane at 73 Main
Street in downtown Hempstead.

- In the beginning, the office was

run by Prof. Kadane and one

secretary,Ms. Geri Moore. As the d

office established
viable legal

itself as a
services

~ organization, expansion became

inevitable. Prof. Harvey Spizz

~was hired in 1971 and is now the
executive director of the office.

In 1973, Prof. Charles McEvily

was hired, and Prof. Harvey:
Weinig joined the staff a year

later. Jonathan Gradess and
Susan Kluewer are the most
recent additions to the fulltime

staff of attorneys. Of course, the

backbone of the office . consists of
five secretaries, Ana Poveda,
Margo Reed, June Henkel, Janet
Farrel, and Geri Moore, who'is
now the  Administrative

' Suffolk Office
The climax -of this expansion
occurred this past summer when

‘a second . office was opened In
-Suffolk Co. at 1027 Little East

Neck Road, North Babylon.

“What is the N.L.O. all about? It
i1s an office. that serves a dual
function—to help solve the legal

problems of poor people and to
provide a meaningful learning -

experience for law students
outside the classroom.

The N.L.O. handles cases iIn
criminal law, family law, con-
sumer law,

' Harvey Spiz

administrative law, advice and
formation of Not-for-Profit

Corporations. Inshort, the N.L.O. |

is able to handle any case, except
those that produce fees. ‘‘I think
this variety of cases is unequaled
by ‘any poverty law office in the
United States,”” commented Prof.
Splzz.

Besides the daily servicing of
clients’ needs, the office is also
involved in the law reform
litigation. For example, one case
involves challenging the con-
stitutionality of the taxing
procedure of the City of Long
Beach School District.

The N.L.O. gives the students
the opportunity to see the
relevance of what they are
studying and gain important
experience in relating to a client

LS

landlord-tenant,

depends on
~ willingness to pitch in. One of Ms.
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Expands To
Suffolk County

and his legal proglem.
- Theresponsibilities for running
the office are divided between
N.L.O. I and N.L.O. II students.
N.L.O. II' students handle in-
terviews, appear in court on
misdeameanors, violations,
small civil matters, Article 78
proceedings, and uncontested
matrimonials, and do outreach
work at community youth cen-
ters. In the opinion of Prof. Spizz,
“the N.LL.O. II student 1s way
ahead of the game in terms of
confidence and independence.”
Two OrThree Cases

The experience of the ap-

proximately 30 N.L. 0. I students

- usually depend on the individual..
In the beginning of the semester,

each student is assigned two or

1three cases. From thIS pomt the

eXperlence will depend on each
student’s level of maturity and
ability to accept responsibility.
An N.L.O. I student can be
assigned to a team with an N.L.O.
II student and a staff attorney, or
he might report directly to the
attorney.

The activity in the office
fluctuates, but in ‘the words of
Geri Moore, “you never know
when things will happen, such as
someone walking in with an
eviction notice at 4 o'clock on a
Friday afternoon!”

The atmosphere at the office is
friendly and cooperative. "‘With
hundreds of cases to handle, the
smoothness of the Operation
everyone’s

Moore’s favorite experiences at
the office occurred when a
student forgot to:inform a client

of a required court appearance.

Disaster was averted when Ms.
Moore discovered the oversight
and got an adjournment of the
hearing.

Although the need for legal
services to the poor 1s tremen-
dous, the resources of the N.L.O.
are finite. “The hardest part of
the job is turning down people
who need help because of case
overload,’”’ states Ms. Moore.
When asked about the possibility
of opening a third office in

Riverhead, Prof. Spizz respon-
ded,

“In order to do that, we
would have to provide hehcopter'
service.” '
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Vote **Yes” on E R A.

We urge the passage of the Equal nghts Amendmentx
to the New York State Constitution in the general -

election next month. Not only is it long overdue, but the
passage of the national Equal Rights Amendment
remains uncertain, making the state amendment all the

more crucial. If passed, the amendment would be im-
plemented with the beginning of next year. Why post-

pone it?
The persrstence of sex- based dlscrlmmatlon is
perhaps the greatest single anachronism within our

society. Unfortunately the . courts are unable to

recognize this consistently in the absence of:a written
guideline. The E.R.A. wrll fill these gaps in the ap-
plication of justice. |

Contrary to the glib, but foolrsh rhetorlc of opponents,- -

the amendment will not force the removal of the
“Women’”’ and ‘“Men’’ signs on restrooms, nor will it
lead to the destruction of motherhood and apple pie.

Any referendum in an off-year election suffers from
voter neglect. Even if you vote for nothing else, please

remember to vote YES for the New York Equal nghts
Amendment on November 4th

Parking ...

Everyone in the Law School is aware of the parkmg,

problem around the law school. While we condenin the

use of parking in prohibited areas as a solution, we also

realize that it is, in a sense, a defiance born of

frustration. There are roughly sixty more students in the

present first year class than in the class of 1975, so
despite the laudable addition of the tennis court parking,
the problem has grown over last year.

LLaw students are often reminded of the ample space
available an the North Campus lots, but given the

number of heavy books and the distance involved, those

lots are not a realistic alternatwe to those around the
Law School. -

If we consider a ‘“‘center of activity’”’ analysrs the
reasons for designating parking around the Law School
for law students, facully, and staff only, become com-
pelling. For most of them, their long day’s activities are
concentrated in one building. Few venture any further
north on the campus than Memorial Hall. Let those who
~have classes, live, and eat on the North Campus park
there. -

Student Dtrectory

Almost every year, somebody has made an effort to
put a student directory together for the Law School. Yet
nobody has ever received a single copy. These past
efforts have failed for a variety of reasons——lack of time,
interest or money. -

LLast year, aiter considerable effort on the part of
several students, the directory died because a minimal
;200 was not appropriated for it by the Representatives.
This expense is useful to all students, even if only to

remind ourselves of each other’s existence. We ask for
support for compilation and dlstrlbutlon of a dlrectory.

this year.

WBAI

To the Editor: |
Movmg backto N.Y. after a prolonged absence, I

-searched’ for those lntanglbles that provide a
modicum of stability. Thanks to a very close friend,
I was reintroduced to an unportant part of the
medla—-my friend Barry literally and flguratlvely e
turned me on to the Pacifica radio statlon in N.Y.,

WBAI (9.5 FM).

“For those who have not been fortunate enough to -
come into contact with this phenomenon, the -
“Pacifica Foundation' is a non-profit corporation

whichis wholly subsidized by its listeners. What this.
‘means is that WBALI is not subject to the control and

manlpulatlon of huge commercial conglomerates~

that dictate programming on most other radio and

television stations. It is a radio station that offers

program_s unique in their socml and political at-

titudes. -
However, what this also means is that WBAI is

subject directly to the fluctuations of the economy,
‘le.itgets only as much as its listeners can afford to

give. Since we are not living in the most prosperous

of tune WBAI is suffermg hke the rest of N.Y. The

Former Stud ent |nvo|ved

Brothers and Srsters,

Hi people! This is the first of hopefully many

letters in whichI will try to keep you apprised of the

situation we are facing here.. There is currently a
~war going on within the United States, and yet the
‘East and West Coast reglons of this country are '

unaware of 1t

 Within the past two weeks -over 30 AIM people X

have been arrestedin different parts of the country.

‘One AIM. member - and three horses have been
killed. The man was killed by the “goon squad” on .
~ the, Pine Ridge Reservation and the horses were

lolled by FBI agents in two large scale assaults. In

one ‘assault, ‘seven people were arrested on the

Rosebud Reservation when 200 FBI agents in’ full*
combat gear, supported by helicopters, stormed the

| _property of AIM spu'ltual leader Leonard Crow

Dog.

In another rald 100 .FBI agents mvaded the
-Shawnee Reservatlon n Oklahoma looking:: for .
weapons.. Seven people were arrested in Kansas On:.:
weapons and explosives. charges when ‘the .car in ..
which they were riding exploded four miles north of -
~ the Oklahoma border. The Secret Service issued a -
- report that the seven were part of a large guerrilla
- force headed towards Oklahoma to engage in -
terroristactivitiesthere, 1ncludmg an assassmatlon
~ attempt on Ford. -

A few days later, seven pcople- were. arrested' in

Minneapolis on weapons charges. Every AIM

member arrested is represented.to the courts as a -

suspect in the June 26th shootings in which two FBI

agents and an Indian were killed; thus outrageous

A Need To Survwe

consequence of all this is fhat this station is at a
“peril point’’ and its role as a vital member of the
N.Y. community is in jeopardy. -~
WBAI must survive. It performs a service offered
by no other form of media. Its prograrnmlng spans
every conceivable form- of music, sensitive and

~ topical areas of news and offers talk shows that
sometimes have great ‘and sometlmes lrttle |
~televance to life and reality. |

My purpose in writing this. rambllng dlscourse 1s |

that you can help. WBAI survive. I'am sure that by
“giving the station a chance you will find, as I have,

that it is an extremely important addition to your
otherwise confined exposure to the media.-All I ask -

is that you turn to 99.5 FM, listen and if you like
‘what you hear help them maintain their integrity as -
- an independent spirit by sending a donation of any

size to WBAI PO BOX 12345, Church Street Statlon

N.Y., N.Y. 10249.

Please help a vitally needed alternative contmue

to be: V1tal

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Robmson'_

In Wounded Knee Defense

Charles and Robert Robedeau arrested in Kansas
Norman’s bondisset at $75 000 and Bob’s 1S $125 000
(i.e., held without ball) - _ . *

In the Rapid City area (where I am based) the !.

-Atty General of the state, William Jenklow (who
~ won the last election on an antl-AIM platform) just

'“legmmmed” a local whlte rlght-wmg para-
‘military organization—Posse Comitatas.
- Posse’s slogan is: ‘““The best law firm is Smith and'
~Wesson, backed up by a 12 gauge injunction . .
 The group has claimed credit for “the shot-gunﬁ
- ‘destruction of a Defense. Committee attorney s -car
~ last month and has offered a $12,000 reward for the
. .assassination of exiled Denms Banks. The past two

The

" weeks has also revealed increased’surveillance of
“the Defense Committee ‘House, mcludmg aerial

__.survelllance by Army hellcopters on a daily’basis,
~ Our attorneys in Kansas and Oklahoma have also .
ou reported Army copters hovermg over thelr homes |
3 and offices. - o W

It would be great 1f a local support group eould be-

-'estabhshed at Hofstra. We need outlets for media
. releases, money, legal researchers Any assrstance'
- would be greatly appreciated. - P e :

I hope to be hearmg from you soon ~
- | In struggle
Bruce Elhson-k'

' The Hofstra chopter of the thronal Lawyers’

'IGutld received this letterfrom Bruce Ellison (Class
of '75) who is currently working on the stoff of the

Wounded Knee Legal Defense- Offe_nse Committee,
Anyone interested in doing research for the WKLO-
DC should leave a note at the Lowyer S Gutld Offrce

in. Room 030.

bails are bein glmposed Two examples are Norman )

Admlssmns Committee Has Openmgs

Of the vanous student com-

mittees throughout the school one

of the most active but least well
known is the Student Admissions

-Committee. It is an outgrowth of
‘discussions between interested

students and Dean Freedman two
years ago . regarding the im-

portance of admissions and the

need for student in-put in the
process ~

The discussions also centered

~ upon the continual rise in num-

bers of applications received and
recognition of the fact that LSAT
and GPA scores should not

operate to exclude appllcants
 with- good potential and low

scores. It was felt by all involved

- that a. determined effort should
be made to read every ap-

plication received no matter how
low the LSAT’s and GPA’s n

“order to search out students who
“could B
-quahflcatlons through other |
_experiences or criteria. <
| The Comnuttee Was orgamzed

demonstrate |

Dean,
| 'dEClSlOIlS

their

last year and mcluded all in-
terested students who responded
to notices of its formation. Work
began fairly late in. the Ad-

missions. year to consider ap-

plicants who received com-
-paratively lower scores and
_grades.

Committee was not to reject but

" to give an _ application - which
- might not otherwise have been
“considered ‘an opportunity to be -
thoroughly reviewed. Recom-

mendations were passed on to the

The fu].l group of 20 comnuttee

~members was subdivided into
smaller groups which met each
“week to con51der 20-30- -ap-
‘plications ‘a group: Every two
- weeks the full group assembled to
~ discuss recommendations of the
‘sub-groups and to select ap-
plications. to “be sent with the
Comrmttee S recommendatlon to
‘Dean Freedman.

Members of the Commlttee

-.._Q.observe strlct rules relating to

who then made flnal 3

the nature ‘of . confldentlallty_
mvolved inthis work: It is viewed -

as an additional aid to apphcants_

who mlght otherw1se never be ’

-considered.

Last year by the time the

The function ' of ‘the - Committee began to operate

most of the classforthe next year -

“had. already been selected. This .

year the. student work will begin
as soon as the first applications.

‘are finalized, which should be

around the middle of November,

| Therefore in the coming weeks

the Student Admlssmns Com- )

 mittee will hold an open forum

for those students who might be

interested in joining in the work.

At this time there appear to be': "

about ten positions open.
=

The meetmg will be an op-

'-portumty to-more: fully pursue

issues raised in"this artlcle and

by the entire admissions process.

Anyone interested in working on

v this comrruttee should reahze-"__
‘that a significant time - com-' |
nutment will be necessary
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Po'l'. A Plugue on
No One’s House

- ByRichard Seltzer

A sports reporter Trecently
asked Tug ‘McGraw, -the New
York Mets pitcher, whether he
-preferred astroturf or grass. “I
don’t know,
astroturf!’’ replied McGraw.

Now that marijuana is finally
being smoked and joked about by
the  rich. . and middle-class

citizens of this country, the state
legislators are beginning to
respond by de-criminalizing

marijuana. Now that 26 million
people have tried pot at least

once, and over $5 million has

~been spent researching all
aspects of  the marijuana

situation, the public is beginning
-to realize that marijuana, by

- itself, does not have any serious.
adverse effects on -the human
being.

This conclusion (which pot-
smokers have known for a very

long time) has been supported by
~the latest research sponsored by
the federal government.

Health
marijuana smoking in Jamaica,

~ where the consumption by heavy
~users is said to be 10 to 25 times

American coun-

This study failed to

confirm any serious- adverse

that  of their:
terparts.

effects from'smoki'ng marijuana.

Millions Smeke Pot

The Natlonal Commission on

I;Mam]uana and Drug Abuse has
- reported that between 1965 and

. 1973, 93 percent of approximately

:_,_:_.{,1 B mllllon pot arrests were for .
Un-

sunple ‘possession.
~ fortunately, most of the peOple

getting arrested are young,,and |

the laws .are often used to
discriminate against life styles.
~The marijuana lobbyists,
- headed by the. National

Organization for the Reform of

Marijuana Laws- (N.O.R.M.L.),

By Margery Rosin

Most law students have some
ildea as to those matters ad-
judicated in Family Court, and
may have thumbed through the
pertinent Family Court Act,
‘which was inadvertently noticed
as one of the numerous volumes
of McKinneys.

"Having served a summer
~clerkship in the Queens Family

Court, I would like to share with -

you some of my experiences.
Those matters adjudicated in
the Family Court are matters

which, as the name suggests,

pertain to the family. These

matters include child support,

~child abuse, persons in need of
supervision, adoption—i.e. all
‘matters pertaining to the family

with the notable exceptions of

legal separations,
and divorces.
Those individuals that find

themselves as plaintiffs and

annulments

defendants in the Family Court:

may never find themselves as
parties in other civil and criminal
actions,
knowledge of the court system is
often limited to a great extent by
the experiences they undergo in
this milieu. |
- Some of these cases concern—
Child custody. The mother’s
mother brought
~charges against the mother of the

child. The. mother claimed she

I never smoked

The
National Institute of Mental
financed a study of

and therefore their

" have only recently been able to
reap. the rewards of years  of

effort towards reformmg the.

present, repressive situation and
educating the public about this
often contreversml subject. -

bills reduCing'
possession penalt1es Possessing
an ounce or less of marijuana
now calls for fines up to $100.
Amounts'in excess of one ounce
are punished as misdemeanors

and - selling marijuana. still -

remains a cnmmal offense

Two weeks before in Mame,
James B. Longley, the country’s
only ' governor elected as an
independent, signed a bill

‘establishing a maximum $200

civil fine for possessing not more
than an ounce and a half "of
marijuana.

Good News, Bad News

‘With Alaska’s action in May,

four states have passed new laws
this year discaring jail penalties
for minor marijuana violations.

~Oregon was first to adopt a.

marijuana fine law in 1973. Seven

states have reduced penalties to
a maximum of ninety days..

Nebraska has a one-week Ssen-
tence for possession of up to one

pound.

In a backward step earlier thls
year,

many Hoosiers still roll their own

. clgarettes.

The best news from New York
'recently came frem the New
York Court of Appeals reversing
a conviction for possession of
marijuana found in a-car after a
“routine - traffic check.” - The
Court stated that it

to make random;

had been raped, and babies had

~ been switched in the hospital. The

baby is now 3 years old. The
foster-mother does not want. the

mother to get custody of the
child. The - child is being taken

care of by a friend of the foster
mother.

Child support. The respondent
is on strike. He cannot presently

- pay child support. He claims that

his wife beats the children and

-throws them against the wall

because he 1sn’t able to provide
any money. -
Violation of order of proteetmn
The husband has an alcohol
problem. The judge determines if
he doesn’t report to Creedmore
State Hospital for voluntary
treatment, he will .be sent to jail.

‘His wife is agreeable, but says he

will never make it. On another

- violation of order of protectlon

the Judge had reduced the sen-
tence of defendant from 30 days
to 15 days. The defendant had
claimed he was contrite and
would no longer harass his wife.
Immediately after his release, he
broke into his wife’s apartment
and broke the: llvmg room wm-
dows.

Assault. Plaintiff wife told her

~husband she wouldn’t ‘'wash his
clothes as long as he stayed with

other women. He bit her finger
and cut her head with a knife. She
needed seven stitches. There was

Indiana outlawed 1tems_

like roach clips and hash pipes,
but exempted papers, believing_

‘was un-
constitutional for'police officers -
‘““gratuitous:
'an'd “arbitrary”’ stops -ef motor

vehicles. People vs. Ingle, 36
N.Y. 2d 413.(1975). -

The United States District
Court for the Central District of
California has held that the use.
of trained police dogs to sniff out

In July, governors of Colorado g man]uana concealed in a traller '

and California signed similar
‘marijuana

was an invasion of its owner’s
reasonable eXpectatlons of
privacy, and in violation of the
Fourth Amendment. The Court
held that the marijuana found

subsequent to the dog’s sniffing

was “‘fruit of the poisonous tree’’

and must be suppressed. State
vs. Solis, 17 Cr. L. 2064 (3-27-75).

- Test Case

The. Alaska Supreme Court has
been the most liberal by holding
that a state has noright to invade

a citizen’s constitutionally

protected privacy by banning the

use of marijuana in the home.
Ravin vs. State, 537 P2d, 494
(1975).

Test cases on privacy grounds '
are also being litigated in other

states. The only problem with

this approach is that it will still

be illegal to bring the pot home.
It has been estimated that $3.5
billion worth of pot is consumed

~annually in the United States.
The U.S. Customs Dept. has

revealed that at least 233,000
pounds of marijuana were
brought into this country in the

~ last six months of 1974.

It seems reasonable to predict'

that once the government

decides that it wants to distribute

and tax pot, it .will be legalized.

Considering . the number  of

backyard crops that are har-

vested annually, it is apparent

:“that many rpeople-will not wait | ..
~for legalization. Unfertunately, |
‘the risks are still grave in 45
states.

Now that the reform
movement = is - reallzmg-
mgmﬂcant results let s keep up

the pressure. For further in-

formatlon contact N O.R.M.L.,

2317M Street N.W, Washmgton
D.C.. 20037

- Family ourt:

a warrant for h1s arrest.

Child neglect. Bruises inflicted

by the father.were testified to by
the child. The father enters a plea
of “involuntary neglect”” and the
child wants to return home.
Poor Representatlon .
“Many individuals represent
themselves in the

attorneys do not appear—they
are present instead in a

‘“‘superior’ court. Other at-
torneys have not been paid, and

as an aside, you hear of that
missing witness, ‘‘Mr. Green.”
Some of the prwate attorneys-do

their clients a great disservice,

and are unaware of cases w1th
great 1mpact on their clients’
position, i.e. inthe matter of child
support = and  subsequent
remarriage—Windwer v. ‘Wind-

wer, 33 N.Y. 2d 612, 301 N.E.2d

430, 347N.Y.S. 2d 458 (1973).
Some . legal attorneys,

seem much better prepared, and
are more aware of the rlghts of
their cl1ents o

The unsung heroes -of the

Family Court are the Judges.

Although there are
justified  criticisms

judiciary, little has been - said
about the burdens that some of

many

informal
proceedings of Family Court, and
only a limited amount are
- represented by attorneys. Some

. . 'S, Wwho
carry an incredible case load,

of the

Look around.
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A TRIP TO YOUR LOCAL BANK

Do not be fhr:ffy with the shadow of your gaze.
~ Look once more at people in their empty boxes.

Walking—but motionless.

Do not permit the boundaries of your heart to close.
. When they do, you're wrinkled inside.

Laugh, laugh, laugh,
As if you were an alien.

Enjoy. your melon when it is ripe!

AN FRANCISCO

"Bart.Reiss

. by Neil Weinrib
"It’s'd"-tumultuous. day, this president’s day
as weary crowds gather |
hoping to catch a glimpse |
of the man they’'ve seen on the evening news.

 Pressed tightly against fragile barricades they

stand,

surrounded by rows of large men in blue
while little children twist and stamp in awe

their miniature flags
dancing in the breeze.

- And soon he emerges

~ but only for an instant,

a smiling ﬁgure herded by his guards
~ he waves to the people who clamor for more.

T Suddenly a g"un barrel is angrrly raised,
and a shot is fired crisp and clear

: "fthousands of eyes dart to 'see .
1" wondering if their leader lies, =

an assassin’s long sought met:onless prize.

~But the bullet: fails . to 'strike its target
and, bounces against the gray cement
where a child gently picks lt up and ashs

“How is the pres:dent‘?

Is he_"dead‘? o

these ]u_dges assume. None of the

judges that I saw were judges
that spent a short time on the
bench, and then disappeared into

chambers.
The city family court judges

| begin shortly after 9:00 a.m. and

many of them seem anxious to

clear the court calendar and are

willing to work beyond the
scheduled ' court hours. Indeed,
the scheduled hours are to 5:00
p.m., 4:00 p.m. in-the summer,
(though this past summer,
because of the city’s financial
crisis, summer hours were ex-

-tended). I sat with one Judge who

took in Intake 147 cases in one
day. Another day I saw 33 cases
adjudicated by the middle of the
afternoon. |

The informality of the Family
Court procedure may be noted in
many ways. Judges dispense
advice as well as give decisions,
and more than one husband was

educated that “women have the

same rights as men these days
Judges Rotate

The city hasrecently initiated a’
‘new policy in- which there is

rotation among the city judges. A
judge may be assigned to
Manhattan one month and Staten
Island the next. Although this

may serve as a spur in some of
the courts, many Judges are
~ legitimately disgruntled. Indeed

l ice of Li e

many preblems occur, when the

same parties appear at different
times before different judges.
In the case of a wife assaulting
her husband, one judge ordered
the child to appear as a witness in
Court. When the child was
brought in pursuant' to- the
Judge’s direction; a second judge
refused to hear the case with:the
child present in court.

- The judge is often limited by

bureaucratic decisions in .being
able to give a satisfactory
judgment. One judge, firmly
convinced that an Alternative to
Detention program would be of
benefit to .a youngster " on
probation, was informed that this

‘program was only available to

youngsters who were on parole.

~ The Family Court is sometimes
considered a stepchild of the
Court system. Its determinations
do not have the constitutional

implications that are often

present In criminal and -civil
proceedings. Its demsmns do not
often relfect many of the legal
concepts that are evident in the
substantive law of contracts and
torts. Yet, those who are in- .
terested in law as it may be
applied to the individual in his -
most, basic  societal unit, the
family cannot help but be in-
trigued by the intricacies of

'Family Court.
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“HOFSTRA LAW SCHO'L
AR eappralsal

great emphasxs on the quahty of the faculty 4s . &: |

by Will Nix

At the end of my first year, I wrote an article (Con-
science May 20, 1974) in which I examined what seemed
to me to be the salient characteristics of Hofstra Law
School. Looking back at the substance of that article, my
concern is with whether all the changes that have oc-
curred since that time have been positive ones.

Therefore, may I offer the following ideas:

TEACHING
A. The methodology of legal education has remained
fundamentally the same for the last one hundred years.
Christopher Columbus Langdell, then Dean of Harvard

- Law, developed the case method approach to legal study

in order to develop analysts skills rather than have legal
students commit statutes to memory. With the exception

of the few clinical courses and a scattered selection of

substantive courses, appellate case study is still the rule.

The problem method is making some inroads but a
fundamental reexamination of the goals of law school and
the best methods to reach them is long overdue. Perhaps,

this should have been done by those with backgrounds in

educational methodology rather than 1awyers breeded by

the system that needs redirection.
A strong push from the administration is needed to
foster the use of audio visual and other educational

technology developments in the study of law. A blue .

ribbon panel of educators might be appointed to study
these possibilities so that what is quite frequently a
passive transfer of information from teacher to student
could become a more active process. |
B. As an interim proposal (perhaps a modest one) I
suggest that it be possible to obtain xerox or
mimeographed copies of professor’s class lecture notes.
If it is true that we are fostering analysis here, then the

~ availability of these notes should not make any difference

to the teacher. The test then becomes whether the
professor is truly teaching analysis or merely tran-
sferring information from his notes to the students’.
EXAMINATIONS AND THE
GRADING SYSTEM
A. The chief problem with the present system—as it is
in almost all schools—is that there do not seem to be

-objective models for grading, The system allows for too

many variables. Most professors do not prepare a key
“perfect’’ answer and much of the result. is hit and mlss

based strongly on stylistic and organizational factors that

should not be so heavily weighed. The time lag between

- the taking of examinations and receipt of results is ex- |
cessive. While it must be remembered that many

professors have multiple courseloads the three to eight
week delays could certainly be trimmed.

B. One’s grade should depend on which professor he had

as little as possible. The discrepancies between sections

in the basic five second year courses (Business

Orgamzatmns Evidence; Criminal Procedure; In-
dividual Tax: and Wills and Trusts) should be eliminated

through the same method as was used to eliminate these
variances

in the first course—a statistical ratio
weighting.

C. There appears to be no follow-up to exams at all. This
is ‘not surprising since the examination method of

evaluation is an expedient choice for the convenice of
those who administer them. Nevertheless, some review of
one’s strengths and weaknesses in a course_seems ab-

‘solutely mandatory if one is to profit from taking an

examination at all. | |

From my experience in this area, the reviews now
available merely state what issues were missed in the
question and® are hurried inquiries. Perhaps -after
returning exams to students, a post-examination review
session followed by such an individual session might
increase the value of the examination procedure.

D. In connection with the above, the lack of recourse for
the grade one receives leaves little open for reevaluation.

Several professors have procedures for reconsideration

but attach possible penalties (in the form of potentially
lowered grades) or only allow those in the D or F category

to participate.

The latter merely discourages all but those who have '

nothing to lose. It seems possible to devise some system

that would allow for legitimate review of an exam (by
people other than the professor) that would provide some

system of recourse against challenged evaluations. .

use the materials. Secondly, the timing of examinations

needs to be reconsidered. The ‘““too much tol' do 1n too little
time approach’ that creates pressure in'many exams is

deplorable.
The whole focus of legal training is not to make quick

pressured decisions but rather to use careful reasoned
analysis after adequate consideration. Professors should

take their own examinations and time them themselves.
PROFESSOR SELECTION

A. The Dean of the Law School has frequentl}’ P_laced '

- “teaching faculty.” Yet, prior to a faculty members’ &
selection (and usually since then as well), neither he nor S e

L
''''''''''

most other faculty members have seen the candidate . "%
teaching in the classroom. Selection by paper-credentials =«

and personal interviews is used instead of actually ob-

serving the person teach. While the overall results have
been good, it seems that before being given two year i

employment contracts, candidates for teaching ]obs-
should be seen functioning as teachers!

B. The student evaluation. sheet results should be

available in printed booklets to students as they are on the
rest of the campus. .

C. Why aren’t professors required to take education '

courses in order to improve their vistas as teachers? This
certainly might help in achieving more varied techniques
of educatmn in law schools.
| STUDENT-FACULTY COMMITTEES

A. One of their primary difficulties is that nearly all of
the proceedings are secret. Unlike faculty meetings,
these committees are not open to the general, interested
non-member. They should be opened except under ex-
traordinary - circumstances where student prwacy 1S
required.

B. The minutes of these meetings should be posted

| regularly in a designated spot so that everyone will be

able to inform himself about their activities. .
FACULTY MEETING COUNCIL
A. At best, the attention span and involvement of the
faculty council members with the issues before it could be
described as dispassionate. The body generally serves to

accept committee recommendations with little debate on -
the merits. and admmlstratwe proposals and with little

creative input of its own. The level of debate will never be
characterized as elevated. Try it for an mterestmg af-
ternoon sometime. -

B. There are important decisions affecting the entire
student body made at these meetings.- While students do

have representation (less than 20 percent of the total

body) such representatlon should be increased so that at a
minimum, students compose from one-half to one-third of
thetotal voting body. All efforts for the past five years to

achieve more equal voting power have been quashed by

~votes at the meetings.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES
A, Generally Speakmg, the first year representatives

are very aggressive in pushing for  student-oriented
changes, while the upper-class ones are more casual

about their responsmllltles

B. In what is probably their most important respon-  While a newsletter _currently circulates”to alumnae

much closer ties need to be kept The efficacy of usmg '

sibility—budget allocation—student representatives have

~floundered. Minority student organizations and expensive
narties have prevaﬁed over more universal activities in .

d13pr0portlonate amounts. Parties should have reduced
budgets and be funded through admission tickets.
 The overwhelming share of the student budget should

go to the activities of the majority of the students such as

Conscience, the Art and Landscape Committee, etc.
Proposals for the $200 funding ‘of a student chrectory for

the law school should not be totally rejected in favor of

sending representatives to some meeting (in which few

participate) elsewhere in the U.S.

C. As another part of the budget, the representatwes |

should be foresighted enough to devise a carryover fund
to finance activities that need money in the fall before the

- allocation budget hearings are held.
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Lt is important that both student and faculty par-

~ ticipation in the law school must range beyond the ac-

tivities that benefit only themselves and a few others. .. ”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION
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Kudos should go to organizations. such as- the Com- .- how one would do in his first year of law school, that is, a_

success-failure prediction. It should not be sent out to
| prospectwe employers or used in any other way; to do so
. is unprofessional. -

munity Legal Education Program, the Advance_Practlce
Institute, NLO andthe Moot Court Program for drawing
positive attention to the law school duripng the past few
years. Also the Dean’s columns in the Law Journal
(which may be a double-edged sword) have drawn the

Interest of many, and like activity by ot.her faculty ._ -.system where the class is divided into quarters.. Hofstra:

" Law should do the same. When class rank can vary by as

members, is to be encouraged.
LAW SCHOOL PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
A. Temendous strides were made during the past year
to overcome the sterile look of the school on the inside and

outside. Bushes, trees, plants in the lounges, posters, and

E. Generally, two things regarding examinations merit - , supergraphics all appeared .as a result of the work of

comment: First, the recent movement towards open-book
examinations makes sense since memorization is not
supposed to be a factor in examinations vis a vis ability to-

about a dozen students and faculty members on the
Landscape and Art Committee. "

. B. A fund-ralsmg drive is requrred to supplement the
generous private contributions that made the above
possible. (Student funds were refused by the student
representatives at. the budget hearings.) The funds

derived could be used to buy attractive framed paintings

and posters, fund further supergraphics in the stairwells
and elsewhere, and overcome the shoddy appearance of

‘past decorative efforts (such as the mounting of the

framed portrait meedlately mslde the glass doors of the
library).

If the funds were sufficient, it mlght even be possﬂ:le fo ‘&
overcome the wsual dlsaster of the downstalrs lounge;'-n:”rj-- -'
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~with 1ts non- color—coordmated furmture and checkered -

neo-Marriott style floor. This is particularly important in
reactions to the school of outsiders. Denis Dillon, Nassau
D.A., called the law school the most sterile place in which

he had ever been. Reactions of interviewers from law

- firms aren’t likely to be very different.

C. Trash problems in the lounges and classes reflect

general student irresponsibility:: Mundane as it is, it is

necessary for everyoneto dump his own in the receptacle

CONTRIBUTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
A. There are a great many people who make con-
tributions to the law school that go either unrecognized or

“unprized. For members of activities such as Community
- Legal Education, Law Fellows, Conscience; First Year

Advisors, and other such activities, some Law School
certificate of ach1evement of . contrlbutlon ought to be
awarded. ~

B. A sumlar certificate of achlevement ought to be

- given to’ Law Review and Moot Court program staff

participants. Further, a listing of each year’s par-
ticipants - should be formally - framed and mounted -
somewhere in the school as recognition for posterity. =~

C. An attractive plaque ought to be purchased and

| mounted prominently to recogmze donors to the law
- school. - .

LIBRARY . |
Two systems are really overdue. One is some means of
ensuring quiet and shooing offenders out into the lounges.-

“The other is an adequate system for protecting books. The

present level of book theft is-inexcusable. That future

~ lawyers remove books temporarily or permanently to add-
~ to their own shelves is astounding. Some - alarm or

checking system must be instituted to halt ‘this rate’ of

depletion. Locking the basement door and checking
briefcases at the main door nnght solve the problem- 3

sunply
ALUMNAE

alumnae as placement tles and mcludmg them m law |

- school activities should be ‘obvious.

Very little seems to encourage this at the law school -

‘Perhaps it is time to begin estabhshmg an active alumnae
program that begms to work before people graduate (via -

class gifts to the .school and designation of a class
secretary who will correspond with alumnae to solicit
contributions to the school as well as to keep people in-
formed of activities of fellow classmates) '
- MISCELLANEOUS' -

A. CURRICULUM: Legal research mstructlon should‘
represent a ‘substantially increased part of the
curriculum. Perhaps a- three—year program could be
" developed where the student learns the basics mcludmg‘

_‘computer research. Other practical courses such as how

to run a law office, how to counsel clients, and howtobea

~ judge might be very welcome. add1t1ons to the present
- curriculum.

'B. TRANSCRIPTS: The present transcrlpt 1ncludes two

'_offenswe items. One is-the score students made on the .

LSAT examination. This score was developed to predlct
The other item is. class rank. Many law schools have_
ehmmated the class'rank or-else switched to a fractional

much as twenty to thirty. places based on a triple . digit
decimal de31gnat10n (2.867 can be top half and 3.0 can be

top quarter) then tbe time has come to stop usmg such a
| system

C. STUDENT BODY COMPOSITION While the law

school has been makmg great strldes towards diversity, it
is still very uniform in its racial, ethmc and geographic
:_compos1tmn While the proportion of women is one of the:
“highest in the nation, we still need to dlversﬁy in order to
~build a natlona]ly based law school.

~D. PARKING SPACES: Even with the addltlon of the

_ tennis courts parking is unp0551ble Perhaps the solution

would be to have the lot surrounding the law school

~_designated for law students-faculty only. The University "

Provost opposed this idea last spring but perhaps

~ pressure mlght be brought on him to change his mind.

E. LAW SCHOOL SIGN: People often. have. difficulty
ol e e, 2 (Contmued on next page)
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.~ Anew student orgamzatlon the
“Moderate Law

Platt. It is the hope of the foun-
ders that the new, issue-oriented
group will fill what they see as a
gap in the school’s visible
idealogical spectrum.

Tomorrow’s meeting of the

group will be its third since its
. founding. Attendance in the past

_ has averaged around ten persons,

but Mr. Twomey expects the
number to increase as the group

Students -
Association, has been formed this
year by Liam Twomey and Neil

~ becomes better known and
embarks on spe_c:lflc programs.

Most of the membership
currently comes from Sec. C. Mr.
Twomey admits that part of the
difficulty in attracting members
Is that its constituency, those
with a centrist or conservative
viewpoint, is almost by definition
the least politically active.

The Moderate Law Students
Association hopes to change that
image, by ‘‘presenting a
reasoned and objective viewpoint
on issues which affect the legal

‘to an

L — ML S g g

dents
professmn " 1accord1ng to Mr

Twomey. He cited the abortion
Issue as an example of questions

- which do not always get a hearing

from all sides in the Law School.

As with most groups in the
school, its size is still conducive
informal structure, so
MLSA is yet to elect any officers.

The group invites anyone in-

terested in airing their views or
just listening to stop by at their
“luncheon” meetings, which are
usually held Wednesdays, at
Noon in Room 238.

R V mye  pepen S 7 Pe—— = R [T -y - 1

o & J_,- ‘f- ? -.I . H FI' H f-lf"--,--.:...;;l-llnl.l:l-|.|..-l-..'_,...|..I|--...I--h 'a

Group Formed by lsf Year Stu

Hofstra Moot Court Team Chosen

Three third year students have
been chosen to represent Hofstra
Law School in the National Moot
Court Competition this fall. On
November 5th, they will make
their appellate arguments in the
Regional Rounds of the com-
petition to be held at the New

York City Bar Association
headquarters. |
James Freeswick, Nancy

Hobbs and Andrea Ryan were
selected from the six-person

. not surrender after talking to Mason.

- friends

Ethies Quiz — How Far Can A Lawyer Go?

“What are the limits of a lawyer’s professional conduct in de-
- fending a client against criminal charges? Score yourself on how
well you know the Code of Professional Responsibility. If you
score 90% or less you need to do some homework.

Don't

- Yes No Knowv

Ms. Hortense Mason, an attorney, 1S

- contacted by James Allen, who wishes her

to defend him against a homicide charge.
1. Assume Allen is a fugitive at the time

he contacts Ms. Mason, and that he reveals

- to her his whereabouts. She advises him to

~ “surrender, and he. does so. Is she later ob-

~ Jigated, to reveal, upon police questioning,

" Allen’s location at the time Ihe contacted her? [ | [ ] [ ]

' 2. What if Allen had jumped bail, and did

s she

obligated to reveal his present hiding place? [ ] L I b#d
3. Allen informs Ms. Mason that the police - |

“are looking for a particular gun alleged to

-~ have been used in the ¢rime, and that he has

' hidden that gun at his home. May the at- |
torneyadviseAllentodestroyorburythegun? [ ] [ ] [ ]

, 4. Allen informs her that he has previously -

. appeared before a grand: jury, and that he

gave perjured testimony.at that time. May

Mason reveal this fact to the authorities? Lo oled] wlsk
5. Assume Allen tells her that he intends 5, - b

to give the same testimony at his trial, and

then does so. Must Mason notify the court .

of this fact? | - P (. R [ ]

3. 6.:1n ~the ‘course of investigating Allen’s .~

case, Ms. Mason interviews a number of his

and acquaintances. From one of

them Mason receives unprivileged informa-

tion, which she is convinced is accurate,

of .an unrelated crime commltted by .two

neople, one of whom was an attorney. Her

_client was in no way involved in the offense.

s she under any obligation to. notlfy the

- police of what she has learned? = sanrs BN e 5 3N ey e

7. Mason files a motion to dismiss the '

indictment on the ground that it is defec-

tive. Recently another trial court in the same

jurisdiction had denied a motion brought on

precisely the same grounds by one of Mason’s

partners. The prosecutor neglects to brief or

argue this precedent in opposing Mason’s

motion. Is Mason under any duty to dis-

close this precedent to the trial judge de-

ciding her mn+ton? _ | ¥« *5:"] [ ]

8. During Allens sentencmg, the clerk
informs the judge that Allen has no previous
record. Allen has in confidence told Mason
of prior convictions. Is she bound to dis-

close this fact to the judge? - L1 0 ). T ]
9. May she disclose it? | 4. «L&} =0 |
10. What if the judge asks her a dlrect

question on the matter? [ ] [ ] [ ]
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- Nobody knows

Will Face Rutgers, Columbia

team on October 1st on the basis
of their arguments before Profs.
Agata, Friedman, Gregory, Or-
dover and Rabinowitz, who
thought they were the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Then, as it shall be in
November, the case on appeal
was a civil anti-trust suit.
However, unlike the school
competition, the Regionals call.
for the team members to argue
both sides of the case.

In the first round (4 P.M.) the
Hofstra team will be the

"Respondents, arguing against

Rutgers-Newark. In the evening
(8 P.M.) they will switch over to

- the Petitioner’s side against

Columbia.

The winners will be determined
by actual members of the
judiciary under-a point system.

Each team may receive up to
100 points for their brief. Each
round of argument is also
marked on the basis of a 100-point
maximum, leaving a potential
perfect score of 300 points.

What If N.Y.C. Defaults?

what will
happen if New York City goes
bankrupt. On Thursday, Nov. 6th,
a panel will meet in the Cour-
troom at 7:30 p.m. in an effort to
find out.

In addition to Professors
Ginsberg and Hillman, who are
setting up the agenda, the panel
will include attorney Lewis

Kruger, a bankruptcy and in-

solvency expert, who 1S now
Chairman of a subcommittee of

the New York City Bar
Association’s  Bankruptcy
Committee, reviewing Into

muhicipal bankruptcy law.

Dr. David Grossman, another
panelist, is an executive vice
president for Chase Manhattan, -
and a former City Budget
Director.

Announcing the plans, Prof.
Ginsberg remarked that they are
“hoping to precede the event.”

CLASS DAYS SWITCHED

As the schedule for. the fall
semester now stands, there are
13 Mondays, 15 Tuesdays, 15
Wednesdays, 14 Thursdays, and
13 Fridays. In order to balance
the number of days in the
semester, on Tuesday,
December 2, Friday classes will
meet,

2UO ‘suonsanb 3uimoj|oy aq1 pue 3sayj Jamsue O) 19pI0 U| *SIA 7
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and on Wednesday,
December 3, Monday classes will
meet .

Reappraisa' e o o o (Continued from page 4)

finding the law school. A sign like the others recently
~erected on campus would help.

F. GIMMICKS: In addition to everything, Hofstra Law
needs something else that is unique to it. One suggestion -
might be to be the first law school to install a com-
puterized legal research terminal. West Publishing
Company and several other corporations have been
developing these systems.for a number of years now.
Having one in the law school and receiving training on it

‘ON 'L

might well be a jump on the future that would benefit Admi il nulmbers e exchange) 1491 gRﬁ 3430
students highly and attract a great deal of positive PR for Y | " isiewy. | 3257
the. school Arts & Crafts Rm. 3794 Graduate Admussnons 3345
CONCLUSION Athletic Office (Tlckets) 3578 H.E.L.P. 3433
While the primary focus of our activity at the law school ‘Bookstore 3251 Housing 3200
has to be academic, it is important that both student and Box Office (Playhouse) 3283 Intirmary 3325
faculty participation in the law school must range beyond ~ Chaplains 3270 Information 3535
the activities that benefit only themselves and a few Chranicle 33“- Léw Sehanl 1636
others. During the last year and a half the size of the CLEP | _ , -
student body and the building itself has burgeoned. With e 3644  Law Library 3638
this has come a substantial loss of the personal attributes Concerts & Organizations 3384 Library 3387
of the law school. CONSCIENCE 3644  Little Theater 3638
This trend needs to stop. My sharpest criticism of the Counseling Center 3565 Craftsmen's Guild 3568
school’s recent evolution is that, contrary to the letter |  DORMITORIES: Nexus 3323
extolling its virtues in the school bulletin, the school is Tower A 3332 Outreach 3664
becoming the impersonalized institution it was created to Tonmesace Bl 3335 President's Offi
avoid. To halt this trend will require nothing less than " R 3271
active involvement in non-selfish activities as well as Tower 3348  Program Board 3649
thoughtful responsibility -by faculty and student mem- TowerD 3208 Registrar 3401
bers. If this movement does not change, the loss will be TowerE | 3213 Security 3458
- ours. "’ 1 Tower F , 3375 Student Senate 3364
Editor’s Note: The views in the foregoing article are the EMERGENCY 3456 Veteran's Affairs 3206
author’s and do not necessarily represent those of Financial Aid 3451 3580

CONSCIENCE or its staff. ki il



ABA—-LSD NEWS

Student Input Urged in Faculty Hiring

By Kim Steven Juhase
(Based on an interview with
Second Circuit Governor
Connie Raffa)

The Board of Governors of the
Law Student Division of the
American Bar Association in
their fall meeting in Chicago
gave final approval to a
resolution suggesting to the ABA
that law school accreditation
regulations include a suggestion
that would permit a law school to
allow student input in deter-
mining the crlterm for faculty
- tenure.

The resolution which was
originally passed by the LSD
House of Delegates in Montreal
this summer, was introduced by
the Student Bar Association
President’s Caucus and passed
by a vote of 10-5. It will be
referred to the ABA Comimittee
on Continuing Education.

The Board of Governors, which
includes the 13 Circuit Governors
of the LLSD and LSD’s six national
officers, also voted to make the
Black American Law Student
Association (BALSA) President
an ex officio member of the

Board of Governors after they

heard a detailed presentation by
BALSA President Ken Harris.

Harris told the Board that he
considered the LSD an umbrella
organization of all law students
but that there is very little

minority participation within the

LSD. This action would be ‘“‘one
way to make the LSD a positive
vehicle for communication to
minorities’’ according to Harris.
In order to be fair to other
groups, the Board decided that it
would, on an individual basis,
consider applications by other
groups - such as the SBA
President’s Caucus and La Raza
for the same ex officio status.
During the summer, an ABA

Special Committee of Law

Students released a report on the
I.SD. After an intensive study of
the Division, the Committee
concluded that though LSD had
many bright spots, there was
plenty of room for change.

Specifically, it offered 18 dif-
ferent suggestions as to how the
LSD could be improved including
the abolition of the LSD House of
Delegates and requiring that LSD
representatives be elected
schoolwide. Currently many LSD
delegates are appointed by either
the SBA President or a Com-
mittee of the SBA.

To reply to the report, the LSD
at the Chicago meeting,
established a Committee which is
due to issue a preliminary
statement this month.

Other resolutions acted upon by

the Board of Governors were:
A resolution urging the ABA {o

“actively oppose ‘“all attempts to
eliminate predominantly

minority institutions of legal

education.” The resolution was

‘introduced by the Governor of the

13th  Circuit = (Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Texas). He
pointed out that there are only
four predominantly black schools

_.left when 20 years ago there were
: f-i;‘fseven

‘A resolution was passed
requesting the establishment of
an LSD-ABA Special Committee
on Law Students’ Rights and
Privileges. The Committee would
study such subjects as uniform
student grading, minority ad-
missions, due process iIn
disciplinary actions and freedom
of speech in law school

publications.

First Woman To
Head Student Bar

Chicago, Sept. 20—“The Law
Student

Division has the.
potential to make professional
legal organizations: more

responsive to the needs of the

country,”’ says Lynne Z. Gold,
newly-elected president of the
American Bar Association’s
20,000 member Law Student

Division, the nation’s largest

organization of law students.
Gold, 37, a third-year student
at Villanova Law School,
Villanova, Pa., is the first
woman to hold the office of Law

‘Student Division president.

ofstra Law | 0men
~ Push NY ERA.

ByMrmnHyman
This coming Election Day, Tuesday, November 4,

‘every Hofstra Law student who is a qualified New York

State voter can demonstrate a commitment to the
principle of equal rights by voting ‘“Yes’’ for the Equal

Rights Amendment to the New York State Constitution.

The amendment will add a
“Section 13" to Article One of the
state constitution and it reads:

“Equality of rights under the law

shall not be denied or abridged by

the State of New York or any

subdivision thereof on account of
sex.”” This amendment  has

- passed two successive sessions of

the New York State Legislature.
The voter referendum is the last
step in its becoming part of the
state constitution.
Apathy and Confusion

The greatest problem facing
those of us seeking passage of the
Equal Rights Amendment is the

~ apathy of our fellow voters—
students and non-students—who

philosophically support the
principle of equal rights but who
are either unaware of the im-
pending referendum or who don’t
realize the importance of going to
the polls on November 4th to cast
the all important ‘“Yes’ vote on

 the referendum. There s, in fact,

a well-organized opposition to the
E.R.A. and, therefore, it 1is

necessary that every qualified

voter supporting the amendment '

“make his or her voice heard on

the issue.

There has been some confusion
between the New York State
E.R.A. and the United States
E.R.A. They are two seperate
amendments to two different
constitutions. The proposed
E.R.A. to the U.S. Constitution
passed Congress in March 1972
and was ratified by New York
State in 1972, but it must be
ratified by three-fourths of the |
states (38) within seven years to
become effective. To date only
thirty-four (34) states have
ratified this nnportant amend-
ment.

We have no idea when, if ever,
the necessary number of states

- will ratify the U.S. Equal Rights
- Amendment. When ratification

does come, two more years must
elapse before the amendment
takes effect. The New York
E.R.A. on the other hand, could
be in force by January 1, 1976!
What’s more, passage of the state
E.R.A. can provide momentum

Unanswerable Queshons

by Gary Small
There is no guarantee of justice in man-made law. There is also no
guarantee of justice in the absence of law. The law in any society is
nothing more (or less) than the aggregate of any number of systems of
beliefs, policy considerations, rules, customs, norms and values (and
value judgments) of that society. It provides something of a mirror
image of the society; more accurately, it reflects the views of the

more influential and persuasive moral, political and economic forces

within that society. Emanating from men, even men of great wisdom,

it remains fallible. |
Knowing this, or even disputing it, it seems only proper to ask what

the limits and scope of respect for law in a society should be. Better, or

worse, yet, how should a lawyer address himself to this question,

limiting its scope to his or her options, if indeed there are any options.

The Code of Professional Responsibility of the American Bar
Association offers some guidance. Canon 1, Ethical Consideration 1-5
states, in part, that, ‘‘Because of his position in society, even minor
violations of law by a lawyer may tend to lessen public confidence in
the legal profession. Obedience to law exemplifies respect for law

A mental picture of lawyers, actively and intentionally breaking the
law for purposes of convenience and deceit is unpleasant and unac-
ceptable. But what about breakmg the law out of conviction, morality,
conscience.

Was it acceptable, for example for lawyers to actlvely aid civil
rights demonstrators in breaking selected Southern laws in the
struggle for human dignity?

Was it acceptable for lawyers to aid, abet and counsel draft
resistors throughout the Vietnam war?

It has been argued that these acts were not only acceptable, but
commendable. The argument flows from the concept that law is
fallible, and sometimes promotes injustice rather than justice. When
good men and women perceive this, their acts must be those which
address the injustice, regardless of the fact that it is legalized in-
justice. Good lawyers may do no less.

The law is a moderating, a controlling societal force, which lends
itself inherently to social and behavioral control. We have the
responsibility to ask what the implications of that control must be, and
what the consequences for those controlled are.

It is contended that a higher order of morality and truth, a universal
order of human values governing human conduct is paramount to
specific societal law, and that this universal overrides specific
societal law when in conflict with it. For anyone who questions why
concepts of morality and truth have anything to do with human law, I
ask whether any system of law purports to function independent of
these concepts as foundation and as fundamental theoretical back-
drop for specific law?

But what can be the guidelines for exercising this sense of morality
and truth? Are we presented with clear and actionable standards by
which we may govern ourselves, or are our actions and the standards
themselves only to be judged according to each separate set of facts
and circumstances?

Are good lawyers those committed to the law, or those committed to

What's It All About, Anyway'-'

- directions—Go there, see it for yourself . .
more stop to Clark Street in Brooklyn and tour the St. George Hotel

Take a Trip

By Michael P. Asen

September 30th—I’m sitting in Real Estate Transactions cleaning
out my notebook and seething with an onslaught of dissension about
| bemg here, so I decided to get it down for all of the immediate world to "

see. The immediate world, of course, bemg your usually narrow
wory tower crowd) '

~ After twenty-ﬁve months of hsting “law studen "’ as my profession,

I’m edging to try something new. I'm sick of staring at the same
oligopoly of books written by the same prep stars, who sometimes, but

not often disguise themselves with separate surnames.

I just found a “Problem” handed out in administrative Law (an
indicator of how often I clean out my looseleaf). What does that course
have to do with administrative law? It’s almost (but due to the context
of what we’re here for), but not quite unbelievable that you can go
through 30 hours of that course and have no idea how to conduct
yourself at an administrative hearing. Ah, but now I'm nitpicking.

You know it and I know it. The whole thing is embarrassing.

Yesterday, I was asked by my employer to drop off an affidavit at
Sullivan and Cromwell. Forty-eight Wall Street. You know, every
law student should take a special trip to Sullivan and Cromwell. It’s a
goddamn brownstone with finished beams inside an art deco palace.
As I arrived a barrage of wire-rimmed lawyers walked out of the
elevator—a crew that would have made John Foster Dulles think his
firm had shifted even further towards the right. But enough with
. and then take the IRT one

(currently a warehouse for welfare recipients).

You must do this, as it might remind you of the true meaning of_'

equity. Equity you see is comparing the clients living on Madison and
122nd Street with those on Madison and 38th. (And you can bet your
ass that F. Lee Bailey hasn’t been to Harlem for a whﬂe I’m SOITy—
that was out of line.)

I’m rambling now and I apologize for it. I just wanted to cry a little.
I cry only to remind myself. -l

thelr consciences? Are the two mhﬁ'ently smular or mherently an-

tithetical?

Finally, if we say that acts of conscience for lawyers and others are
paramount to the strict adherence to man-made law, is 1t fair to ap-
plaud only those acts with which we concur because of our own par-'

ticular values and beliefs?

Richard Nixon and his cohorts almost certainly acted with the
conviction that their actions served a cause and a set of values so

morally suasive and valid as to ]ustlfy the breaking of the law.

| Those who interfere with court-ordered busmg are possessed of
their own concepts of morality, legality and conscience, and of their

‘own view of man-made law.

We are left, lawyers no less than others, with individual chmces that -
are of necess1ty selective and sub]emve, perhaps no mere so than is

the law itself.

~ the effect of the E.R.A.,

to the drive to get the federal

E.R.A. ratified. .
- Clearing Myths

. Myths have been perpetuated -

about the E.R.A. to the effect
that, once effective, it will ac-
tually. take rights away from |
women. Nonsense ‘Such myths
are based on the misun-
derstanding and sometimes
deliberate misrepresentation "of }
the ER.A. | !
What the passage of the state f
E.R.A. will provide is the con-

stitutional protection needed to
~ end the inconsistencies of the

courts in determining case by
case whether discrimination
based on sex is legal. -

It will also help to ensure that
every citizen of New York State
will be treated under the law on
the basis of his or her own merit, §
and not on an arbitrary and .
irrational basis. |

Contrary to the myths about
it will
NOT force women to leave their |
homes and go to work, it will NOT
invalidate present laws which
protect women from sex crimes
such as rape, it will NOT make
wives legally responsible for 50
percent of the financial support of
their families and it will NOT
force integration of the sexes in
public restrooms and sleeping

| quarters of public institutions.

What ToDo .

What can you do to resolve an
issue that should have been
resolved almost 200 years ago?
1. Vote YES on the referendum
on November 4th. (Make sure
you are registered to vote In the

November 4th election). |
2. Know what E.R.A. means.

Explain it to others and see to it
that they, too, vote on November
4th. (If you would Ilike

~ background information and

analysis of any particular aspect -

of the E.R.A. or if it’s likely .

impact upon particular area of
the law, contact Mimi Hyman by
leaving a note in the Hofstra Law
Women mailbox located in the
Administrative office).

Let your voice be counted In
this positive step forward for

_equality of rights under the law.




 and of the N.Y.C. Chapter of the

. against
- stemming from the

ThlS year the: Law School 1s
witnessing the establishment of a

large and active chapter of the

National Lawyers Guild. 39
students, attended the first

general meeting of the Guild to

discuss plans for  projects,
programs and other activities

“over the next year.

The Guild, part of a national
organization whose purpose is to
lend legal skills to those fighting
for meaningful social change, has
planned an ambitious program

this year at Hofstra and invites
-all interested students to join In.

' Among the pmjectS'planned by
the Guild so far this year are:
—work with a rank and file

“caucus in the N.Y.C. area called
Outlaw, specifically around. the
firings and suspensions of
- workers active in the recent fight
for a good contract .

—work with the Long Island

Bail Project

—work with Nassau Cty. Legal
Services on an area to be

- determined

—work around a civil suit
Rockefeller and Co.
Attica

rebellion and massacre

—work with the "Eastern.

Farmworkers Assoc.

3 —research and ‘education

around the new Federal Criminal
Code (S-1) _

Each project will give students
opportunities to do research in
numerous areas, supervised by
attorneys as well as opportunities
to write briefs, prepare witnesses
for and appear at hearings etc.

At the same time the projects

‘will examine the political nature

of their work and its
ramifications in terms of social
change. Students interested in
one of the projects can sign up on

the bulletin board opposite the-

placement office.

 The Guild also plans a series of
educational forums on alternate
Wednesdays. The next forum will
be on Wednesday, Oct. 15 at 2
p.m. and will be about “Lawyers
and their role in the making of
socialist revolution.” They also
plan to be active in pressing for

'school reform in such areas as

curriculum, admissions, and
counseling.

Chapter meetings are ten-
tatively planned for alternate
Thursdays (on the weeks bet-

ween the forums).

People About

- Early inthe semester (and in the life of this column) is the best time

'-._to discuss the policy and purpose of People About. Last semester I
" suggested to the Editor that he should get someone to do an article
'"about the outside legal pursuits of -our professors.. Recognizing
- another potential source for filler, he readily agreed, and suggested a
‘regular column. Unforeseen (sure, Steve, sure) by me, he suggested

that I do the column. The rest is history.

Enter d:sturbmg visions of other columns of this ““‘type.’’ (‘‘Did R.H.

~.really see L.L. and S.B. at the A&P having an S & W?"') So; rule the
- f:rst—ﬂno gossip. Before you turn quickly to the sports page, I should 2
' add that the theme of the column is brief reports on newsworthy items

within the Law School. ‘“‘Newsworthy’’ is determined by both myself

‘and the person involved. Rule the second—all those reported in my.
' 'column have the option of review and veto (with the exception of
'- preweusly announced items). Some items have already been vetoed

_and I respect those decisions, in all senses. Anyway, who needs the |

hassle? So, that’s the way it’ll be. ‘ *
- The length of the column no doubt will vary with your aetwlty, in-

- terest, contributions, and my d:ltgence Not too much this month:

- Dan Mooney (’73) is running on the Democratic ticket for the First.
Legislative ' District seat on the Nassau County Legislature.

- Engagement: Kathy Neubart (’77) v. Stuart Rosenthal a U of Mlaml _

Law School transfer., —Steve Orbach

-~ —MORE PEOPLE— o
Carol Miller (’77) can be heard nightly from 10-2'on WPLJ . . . Prof.
Rabinowitz now promises “‘It’s all going to come together by Election
Day..."” Pat Dunn (’76) has been invited to join the Law Review on
the basis of an article he submitted .

. Josh Klapper (’77) lost a first
- prize trip to D.C. in seventh grade by nusspellmg “shepherd” in the

N.Y.C. Spelling Bee .

LSD Roundtable Will Focus

On Federal Courts Admission

District of New York and a "

How will the new admission
rules proposed for the Federal
Courts affect your legal career?
The Law Student Division of the
ABA at its Annual Second Circuit
Fall Roundtable Conference will
supply the answers on Saturday,
October 25, 1975, at 10:30 a.m.
when a panel of four
distinguished judges and lawyers
will discuss the issue focusing on
what the proposed rules will

require; and what a law student

can do now to meet the
requirements.

Members of the panel include
Federal District Judge for the

Eastern District Jack B. Wein-
- stein who has written the definite -

work on the new Federal Rules of
Evidence: Whitney North
Seymour, Sr., former President
of the ABA, of the Association of
the Bar of the City of New York,

[Legal Aid Society; Robert L.
Clare Jr., Chairman of the

Committee on Qualifications to
Practice before the United States

..~ Courts in the Second Circuit; and
- Simon Rifkind, a former Federal-

.-',-'v
E‘-

=%

| District Judge for the Southern

member of the Committee on
Qualifications.
The panel discussion is just

part of a day long list of activities

which begins at 9 A.M. and ends
at 6 P.M., with a wine and beer
party at the New York University
School of Law. Beginning the day
will be an address by the highly
controversial newly elected

Secretary-Treasurer of the LSD

Carol Coe.

Also scheduled  will be an-

election (open to all) for
Chairperson for the 2nd Circuit
Women’s. Caucus and a BALSA
caucus chaired by Joanne Epps,
National Secretary-Treasurer of
BALSA. |

At 1:30 P.M. there will be a
showing of the highly acclaimed

film Attica. The film, which is in

color, covers the factors leading

“to the bloody confrontation, and

its aftermath.

Concluding the Conference will
be a special guest speaker,
Ramsey Clark, former U.S.

Attorney General and a member
of the defense team for some of

the Attica defendants.
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Chutzpah at Hofstra

By Neil Weinrib

Were you one of those unfortunate students who

so. eagerly registered for Evidence I sometime In
July and then, just a few days before the start of
classes, discovered to your surprise that you had
been bumped out of the course? That you were not

-alone—39 others were similarly axed out of
Evidence? And what was the explanatmn from-

those who are responmble for plannmg our .
~_curriculum?

It was explamed to me, one of the ‘“Frustrated
Forty,” that-due to the overwhelming demand for
Evidence, the school was forced to adopt an ar-
bitrary cut-off date of July 25. And anyone who

-returned their registration materials after that

date was summarily excluded from the course.
Moreover, it was pointed out that the registration

form contained a not-so-conspicuous disclaimer-

which stated to-the effect that students would be
treated on a first come, first serve basis. I was also
informed that this particular kind of dilemma had
never before occurred at our young law school. Yet

‘I hadn’t been late in returning my registration

packet. Why me?
Freedom of Choice
Argument with the administration was to no avail
and I, for one, was compelled to shop around for

another course. Was this process at all fair? Not at

all. For one thing, once a student is knocked out of
Evidence, he is severely deprived of his freedom of
choice. In other words, he or she must then elect to
take Income Tax now instead of next semester as
originally planned, and then take Evidence I in the
spring with another professor—or else wait and
take it next fall. In pure and simple terms, one’s
plan or semblance of a plan is just blown away The

student, as a result, is pushed into. an academic
- corner with a teacher and course sequence whlch

effectwely depnves him of any chome

But all was not lost, I soon discovered. I was told
that if I wanted to take Trial Practice, I would then
be allowed to sign up for Evidence: the old quid pro
quo. Like I didn’t have enough problems—now I had
to consider taking Trial Practice!

Well, by the start of school I had just about given
up all hope of being enrolled in Ordover’s Evidence.
Then someone mentioned to me that a group of
students was getting' together to see Professor
Ordover about this problem, and asked me if I'd
care to join the demonstration. A veteran of many
causes, I respectfully declined, having already had
enough tsuris. Instead I attempted to acclimate

-myself into the world of Tax.

Confrontation Wins

However, the next day in Bus Org, I was informed
by my source, ‘Law Throat,” that many of those
students who had stormed Professor Ordover’s
office, had somehow been successful in getting into
the course. Again it seemed, the politics of con-
frontation- was truly paying off: So I naturally
debated with myself as to whether I should join the
job. But by this time I was already waist deep in

- gross income and the IRS Code! “Forget it,”’ I said,

“my mind is made up. I'm sticking with Hir-
schson.”
Shouldn’t the administration, in light of the in-

creased growth of the student body, have been

- prepared to equitably deal with this kind of

situation? Wouldn’t it have been fair to all the

~registrants involved, to have thrown their names

together into a lottery and then chosen themn at
random?

- “And what have you learned,” I asked myself, in

the true Socratic tradition? I have learned that

-~ chutzpah and not fairness is the rule at Hofstra—

that the student is often bounced around like silly

putty, w1th as much freedom of chmce as a fourth

grader

“ATTORNEYS-in- RESIDENCE”

TOMORROW WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1975, 12:00 NOON

3 In the Courtroom Room 308
- “HOW TO READ A FINANCIAL STATEMENT”

JEFFREY M, NOVICK, ESQ.

Mmeola N.Y.
No matter what area of law you move into, you simply must have a
basic knowledge of how to read financial statements, which constantly

pop up whether the matter be corporate, criminal,
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