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Income Tax Exam Tuken

By David Muskovitch
During the fall semester there were serious
allegations of impropriety surrounding the
Individual Income Tax final exam given by
Professor Gans. Due to these improprieties,
substantial modifications have been made to
remedy the situation and arrive at grades for

that class.
The situation was brought to the attention

of Vice-Dean Rabinowitz and Assistant-Dean
Douglas soon after the tax examination oc-
curred in December when a number of

students complamed According to Douglas,
| adents stated that a few days before

essentially the same as the questions given
on this fall's Income Tax exam. They also
stated that the exam questions that the
students had been studying from were not
on file.

The Income Tax exam that Prof. Gans
gave this fall semester was essentially the
same as the exam given by him last year.
While there were fewer questions this year,

by Eric Zucker

While 28 students were granted their Juris
Docter degree in Law, James L. Warren. a
member of Hofstra Law School's inaugural
class of '73 received the Law School's first
Distinguished Alumni Award last January 13
at the Mid-Year Commencement Ceremony
that was held in the John Cranford Adams
Playhouse.

Mr. Warren is a 1966 graduate of the
University of California at Berkeley. He serv-
ed in the United States Army during the
Vietnam War and graduated at the top of his
class in Officer Training School. He entered
Hofstra Law in 1970. the inaugural year for
the Law School. served as Articles Editor for
the first issue of the Hofstra Law Review.
and graduated in the top ten percent of the
class of 1973.

Upon graduation. Mr. Warren joined the
New York City law firm of Roger and Wells.
and in 1975, he became associated with the
San Francisco law firm of Pillsbury.
Madison. and Sutro. He became a partner at
Pillsbury. Madison and Sutro in 1981. Mr.
Warren has concentrated on complex anti
trust. Federal Trade Commission and
securities litigation. most recently serving as
part of a team that handled the legal pro
blems involved in the Chevron/Gulf merger.

‘seen several students

ﬂfrJrJy;ﬂg A—'«c"hm grroobiosre Y S +» rrl.::l-A ot to l‘l.r.".l

many if not all of the questions were the

same. Apparently several students had

somehow gotten the questions from last
year’s exam. This fall's Tax class consisted of

171 students and Douglas estimated that 20
-30 of these students had last year’s ques-
tions. Rabinowitz’s estimate was that 30-50
students had these questions.

It has not been determined how these

students got last years exam questions.
While there have been many allegations and

rumors circulating around the school as to
how th1s o;ccurred there has been an ex-

a”egahﬂns andrum{}rsf present “ QT’Q are
three theories being considered & in-
vestigated by Rabinowitz and Douglas.

The first theory is that a student took an
exam out of the examination room last year,
and gave it to students of this year’s Income
Tax class. The purloined exam could have
been taken by a student either merely not
returning his or her exam, or by initially tak-
ing two exams from the proctors and only
returning one exam later on.

Twenty-Eight
Graduate In January

However. his specialty is in trial and cour:
troom work. and he is frequently involved.
both inside and outside his firm. in training
young attorneys in courtroom tactics. He has
served as a faculty member for the National
Institute for Trial Advocacy.

In addition to his membership in local bar
associations. Mr. Warren is a member of the
American Bar Association (Anti-trust and
Litigation sections) and the California Bar
Association. He is admitted to the Bar of all
tederal courts in the areas in which he prac-
tices. including the United States Supreme
Court, the Second. Fifth, Seventh. and
Ninth Circuits and the applicable District
Courts in those areas. He was recently asked
by the Solicitor General of the United States
to serve on a committee of the United States
Supreme Court Bar to draft a memorial
resolution for presentation to the United

States Supreme Court in honor of the late
Justice Tom C. Clark.

The Distinguished Alumni Medal will
recognize Hofstra Law alumni who have
made" significant accomplishments in their
field. It will be given each January at the
mid-year commencement ceremony.

The medal was designed by Alex Shagin.
who designed the commemorative coins fon

the Olympic Games.

To The Cleaners

The second theory is that someone might
have picked up last year’s exam after the ex-
amination period. A student could possibly
have taken the exam at this time either from
the secretaries office or from Prof. Gans’ of-
fice.

The third theory is that no actual exam
was ever taken, but instead during last year's
exmination a student finished early and just
copied down the questions, before the end
of the examination time.The student then
might have walked right out of the examina-
tion room with those written questions. This
would not have been too difficult to do since

most students finished the exam with much

time to spare.
Rabinowitz and Douglas have been

thoroughly investigating the many allega-
tions. One of the allegations was that last
year's exam questions originated from
members of Law Review. Douglas met with
the Editor-in-Chief of Law Review and after
this meeting concluded that “there was no
basis to investigate there any further.” To this
date they are continuing to investigate the
situation, but with few results.

In late December 1984, Mead Data Cen-
tral (MDC), the company that operates the
computer-assisted legal research service
known as LEXIS, invited the Hofstra Law
Review to be included in its database.

There are approximately 200 law reviews
in this country. The Hofstra Law Review will
join a select group of 31 law reviews that are
available on LEXIS. This group includes:
Harvard, Columbia, Yale, University of
Pennsylvania, University of Chicago,
University of Virginia, New York University.
Vanderbilt, University of Michigan.
Georgetown, Minnesota, University of
California (Berkeley), Duke, and Stanford.

Assistant Dean Robert L. Douglas, a
former Managing Editor of the Hofstra Law
Review, was delighted to learn of MDC'’s in-

INSIDE:
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However, one result of their investigation
has been that neither Rabinowitz nor
Douglas has been able to find any substantia-
tion for the first or second theories. Conse-
quently, they feel that the third theory (that
no actual exam was taken) is a very likely
possibility. Douglas stated that the
significance of the third theory is that if no ac-
tual exam were taken then “Perhaps” little or
no wrongdoing was involved. Such could be
the result if the student copying the questions
of the exam did so just to check up on his or
her answers.

When informed of this theory, a few

students bought it completely, but many
stated that it was highly uphkely that the stu-
dent copying the exam did so in good faith.

They stated that any such student must have
known that the questions were not supposed
to leave the examination room, and further
that giving the questions to only some
students of this fall's class would create an
“Unfair Advantage” for the other students.
Regardless of what actually happened.
many students put the blame squarely upon

Continued on page 2

Law Review Invited to
Join LEXIS

vitation. Dean Douglas noted that MDC'’s in-
vitation was based upon an analysis of the
number of citations of various law reviews as
an indicator of their influence, requests from
subscribers, studies from several large law
firms, and MDC’s own independent review.
Dean Douglas stated that *this invitation,
when combined with the law school’s high
ranking in the Gorman report, and the in-
creasing number of endowments to the
school, is a reflection of Hofstra’s emergence
as a well-respected national law school.”
Bonnie Garone, the present Editor in
Chief of the Hofstra Law Review, felt that
“MDC’s invitation resulted from the hard
work of the editors and staff of the Review as
well as the Review's reputation for highly
significant and imaginative symposia.”

. page 4
pgs 4-6, 13, 16
.pgs 7-8
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In his 1985 Message to the Legislature,
Governor Mario Cuomo addressed the con-
cerns of the gay and lesbian community.
This is the first time a governor of this state
has addressed issues pertaining to homosex-
uality in a State Message. The following are
excerpts from the January 9th legislative ad-
dress:

Many New Yorkers want to participate
more fully in society but have, due to
discrimination, bigotry or negligence, been
denied the opportunity to make meaningful
contributions to our process.

The promotion of harmonious relations
and greater understanding among people of
every race, religion, nationality and sexual
orientation in our sta*e must remain among
our hightst pricorities. The Governor's Task
Force on Gay Issues has been holding hear-
ings across the.State to gather information
on possible discrimination in State employ-
ment and other issues, and | await its report.
| am directing the State Division of Human

The International Property Investment
Journal is pleased to announce the publica-
tion of Voluine 2, Issue 2. Articles appearing
in this issue include: Foreign Real Property
Investment in Spain by Carlos Loring:
Foreign Investment in Real Estate in the
Philippines by Juan C. Reyes. Jr.; Survey of
Laws Controlling Ownership of lands in Sri
Lanka by H.W. Tambiah.

Student Notes and Comments appearing
in this issue include: The Executory Interim
in a Contract for the Sale of Realty: The
Courts and Chips Swift & Fedwire: Ex-
propriation Strategies for the Protection of
Foreign Investments in LDCs; Rental Rights
in Residential Condominiums: A Caveat to
the Investor.

Volume 2. Issue 3 is presently at our
publisher and should be forthcoming soon.

GLA Applauds Cuomo

2 K

Con

Rights to accelerate its programs designed to
improve relations among the various groups

and people who make up the rich mosaic of

our State. We also will continue our program
of targeted and coordinated investigation
and litigation to eliminate major areas of
unlawful discrimination.

More than any other state in the nation,
New York has been faced with a health crisis
of major proportion due to the numbers of
individuals afflicted with Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Too many of
our fellow citizens have died, and many
thousands more live in fear of this fatal il-
Iness. | will propose that additional funding
be provided for both research and communi-
ty services to insure that our commitment to
those in need is maintained.

Hofstra’'s Gay & Lesbian Alliance (GLA)
both appreciate the governor’s concern for
our community, and applaud him for taking
this unprecedented action. '

~ IPJ Publishes Latest Issue

- Foreign Businessman's Guide to American

Office Rentals; Diversification and Risk in In-
ternational Real Property Investment: an
Empirical Study: Land Use Planning in Italy
and a Select Bibliography on Foreign Invest-
ment in United States Real Estate.

The IPlJ would like to extend congratula-

tions to Phylis G. Jacob, the wife of Pro-
fessor Bernard Jacob, on her election to the

‘bench of the Civil Court in Manhattan.

Lastly, the IPIJ wishes luck to all of its
editors who graduated in December 1984

and who are now preparing for the February
bar exam.

(Nov.-Dec. 1984) The IPIJ column was in-
advertantly omitted. Conscience regrets the

Articles featured in that issue include: A omission.

Graduate Law Programs

MASTER OF LAWS IN TAXATION
MASTER OF LAWS IN BUSINESS AND TAXATION

University of Bridgeport School of Law

For recent law graduates and practicing attorneys who desire
specialized training in two areas of the law which offer significant

professional opportunities.

Each program also offers the opportunity to decrease the time
normally associated with developing a practice specialty —or to main-

tain skills previcusly acquired.

Each program has been approved by the American Bar Association
and licensed by the State of Connecticut.

For further information write: University of Bridgeport School of
Law, Graduate Programs, Bridgeport, CT 06601; or telephone

in Connecticut §$76-4442.

r-------------------------------

g Please forward program material: ;
i Master of Laws in Taxation ¥
: Master of Laws in Business and Taxation i
¢ E
. b
B NN S Tel. ]
3
: Address "
! City State________ Zip :
4
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Resnick Gets Chair

On November 30, 1984, Professor Alan
N. Resnick was inducted as the inaugural
holder of the Benjamin Weintraub
Distinguished Professor of Bankruptcy Law.
This was the sixth endowed chair established
at the law school in the last three years. Ac-
cording to Dean Schmertz this “Professor-
ship is believed to be the first chair in the
country endowed in the field of Bankruptcy
Law.”

Benjamin Weintraub .is co-author with
Professor Resnick of the Bankruptcy Law
Manual. He has testified before Congress on
pending bankruptcy legislation on several

ocassions and has participated in  the

rehabilitation of hundreds of insolvent cor-

porations. . Besides the Bankruptcy Law

Manual, Mr. Weintraub has published ar-
ticles in several leading scholarly journals.

Professor Resnick, who joined the law

Snack Shack-Book Rack

school faculty in September, 1974, has
taught courses in Debtor/Creditor Law,
Commercial Law, and Contracts. Prior to
coming to Hofstra, he graduated from
Georgetown Law Center where he was an
editor of the Law Journal. In 1974 he receiv-
ed an LL.M. degree from Harvard. He is a
frequent lecturer on bankruptcy law to au-
diences throughout the country, and is the
co-editor of the 17 volume Bankruptcy

Reform Act of 1978: A Legislative History.

Vice-Dean Rabinowitz in his introduction
of Distinguished Professor Resnick quoted
Resnick’s youngest son, Craig, who said that
his Father was being “inaugurated into the
Hofstra Hall of Fame.”

The many students who attended the con-

vocation enjoyed the free dinner they receiv-
ed. .

- Out Back; Right On Track

by Eric Zucker

If you happen to have noticed the renova-

tion that is being done on that seemingly

abandoned garage behind Weller Annex in

the Law School parking lot. you've probably

been wondering what all the work is for.
Well. as announced by University President
James - Shuart late last semester. that
“garage " will soon be the location for a new
combination bookstore and deli to accom

situated either with the law school or are in

the vicinity of Roosevelt Hall.
The food service will be similar to that

found at Bits 'n’ Bytes and will similarly ac
cept meal cards. The facility will be replacing
the unaesthetic trailer by selling primarily law
books and supplies. As far as when this
renovation will be completed. President
Shuart simply chuckled: “It's going to be
ready when it's ready.”

‘This combination deli-bookstore-garage
has yet to be named. and we at the Cons-
cience invite you to submit your suggestions

Conscience box in the law library. We will
forward your suggestions to the good presi
dent.

Tax Exam A Wash-Out

Cont'd from pg 1

Prof. Gans. They generally stated that his
lectures are excellent, but that his exams are
the real problem. They said that it is “com-
mon knowledge” that his short answer exam
questions do not change very much from
one year to the next. Because of this, a
tremendous opportunity is created for some
students to have an “Unfair Advantage” over
other students by merely finding out what

" even a few of the questions were from prior

exams. Several students stated that the en-
tire situation would have been avoided if
Prof. Gans would have been more responsi-
ble and wrote out new questions for this fall’s
exam.

After determining that a large number of
students had the questions from last year’s
exam, the Dean, Vice-Dean, and Assistant-
Dean decided that substantial modifications
would need to be made to remedy the situa-
tion. The solution decided upon was that
each student would have the option to either
have their past exam graded pass/fail (all
171 students passed), or not count that ex-
am but rather take a second exam on Jan.
24th.

In justifying the decision, Douglas stated,
“We recognize it is'a very difficult situation,
because the vast majority of students who
took the test did so without prior knowledge
of the exam. We are also aware of the
burden placed on the students. Neverthless
we concluded that the validity of the ex-
amination had been placed in doubt, (and
that) the curve would be affected.”

Rabinowitz stated that, "It is a very unfor-
tunate situation ... | am unhappy for the
students and the school.” He further stated
that the solution reached was the “best possi-
ble solution under the circumstances.”

Most students were very angered by the
entire situation, and didn’t like either of the
alternatives. Seventy-four students so dislik-

ed the alternatives that they signed a petition
asking that certain changes be made. That
petition was given to the administration on
Juanuary 14th, and a few days later changes
and clarifications were made.

The change was that students were given
a week and a half more time (until January
23rd), to elect whether to take the “P or the
second exam. The clarification was that Prof.
Gans announced that the 2nd exam would
be an “essay exam”, and that there would be
no curve in the grading. Many students had
not wanted a curve because it was expected
that only the better Tax students would take
the examination. They believed that a curve
would unjustly hurt those students who
didn’t do as well as others in this 2nd exam
who ordinarily would have had their grade
be at least in the middle of the class. After
hearing of the decision, several students
wondered how Prof. Gans would be able to
grad the essay exam fairly without resorting
to a curve.

56 of the 171 students in the class elected
to take the second exam. Most of these
students felt that the exam was extremely
hard. Many students said that if they had it to
do over again, they would have settled for
the “P” rather than the grade. The results re-
main to be seen.

As to furture examinations, the faculty has
not yet made any final decisions about
changing their procedures. This issue will be
addressed in the next Executive Session of
the faculty, which should occur by the end of
February.

Prof. Gans was asked to air his views for
this article, but he was unavailable for com-
ment.
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Once is enough!

Some thlngs are better the second time around — taking the
bar exam isn’'t one of them.

Take a good look at the Josephson BRC Course and we think
you will agree that there is no better assurance that you will have
to take the bar exam only once.

No other course offers the kind of complete integrated study
system which simultaneously builds substantive knowledge and
confidence. With the finest law summaries and lecturers and the
most comprehensive testing and feedback system in the state,

you can’t go wrong with BRC.
ASK OUR REPS

Amy Miller - Coord. Amy Gibbons - Coord.

Bill Condon Randi Kern Franco

Genevieve Lane Howard Lipper

Roger Simon _ Steve Luongo

Mary Cochems David Cohen

David Dikman Stephanie Garcia

Bob Lieber Ralph Madalena

Dino Noto Donna Sinendinger

Steven Wasserman Rosemarie Inzericco
e l l |||||||m-- Lisa Lewis Agnes Kirschner

kEssential Prmaples Series

® Concise outline format
® Detachable capsule outline

® Review problems and sample exams ~ EVIDENCE

-—— | Sum & Substance Audio Tapes

® Most titles have innovative

Josephson

David Mattana

WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

SUCCESSOR TO THE MARINO BAR REVIEW COURSE
Eastern Regional Office: 10 East 21st S_tree_t, Suite 1206, New York, NY 10010, 212-505-2060

TO LEARN THE LAW

Sum & Substance

Comprehensive legal study aids featuring:

® Detachable capsule outlines

® Cross referencing to each major casebook
® Sample exams with explanatory answers
® Complete table of cases

® Lkasy reference index

‘
Essential !

= Principkes of
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"“"JIGS’' flow charts
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3 ® The nation's most outstanding lecturers in the law

E ' ® 23 subjects available

® Mobility and study convenience for commuters

® A refreshing change from the constant reading of legal studies

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL LAW BOOKSTORE!

or contact

N

SUM &
SUBSTANCE

Center for Creative Educaticnal Services (CES), _10101 W. Jefferson Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232 (213)558-3100

CES/BRC Eastern Regional Office: 10 East 21st Street, Suite 1206 New York, NY 10010, (212) 505 2060
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Sixth Endowed
- Chair Conferred

The sixth endowed Professorship at Hofstra Law School was conferred just
recently on November 30, 1984: the Benjamin Weintraub Distinguished Pro-
fessorship in Bankruptcy. Professor Alan N. Resnick. not surprisingly, was
named our Weintraub Distinguished Professor. This achievement for both the
law school and Professor Resnick impressively adds to the spirit of progress
that has punctuated this, the law school’s 15th anniversary —and the year in
which we were named the 28th best law school of the nation’s 172 accredited
law schools. |

Interestingly, the Weintraub Chair is considered the first such endowment
nationally in the field of bankruptcy. Benjamin Weintraub. for whom the chair
Is named, is a nationally recognized bankruptcy attorney and a partner in the
firm of Levin & Weintraub & Dranes. ‘His firm has represented Manville Cor-
poration, Braniff Airlines, and other companies that have been involved in ma-
jor bankruptcy cases. Additionally, Mr. Weintraub has published numerous ar-
ticles and co-authored the Bankruptcy Law Manual with Professor Resnick.

(Always a good source to ask for when your boss gives you a bankruptcy pro-

blem to resolve...). Yet, serendipity played little part in the recent conferral of
this chair as, the recipient, Professor Resnick, brings to his new position an im-
pressive list of credentials including: co-editor of the 17-volume Bankruptcy
Reform Act of 1978: A Legislative History; associate member of the National
Bankruptcy Conference; member of the Panel of Commercial Arbitrators of
the American Arbitration Association; author of numerous law review articles:
and lecturer around the entire country to judges on bankruptcy law.

‘The Conscience is pleased to have this opportunity to thank Benjamin
Weintraub and his co-sponsors for honoring Hofstra Law School with this pro-
fessorship, and to extend congratulations to Professor Resnick and the Hofstra
Law School Administration for bringing this distinction to our law school We
note with pride that the law school’s campaign for distinction has been fueled
dramatically in just the last three years with the conferral of all six of our en-
dowed professorships. Further, it has been suggested that as many as three
more endowments may be added within the next two years. The implication is

clear: almost certainly by 1990, we’ll have enough endowed chairs for a com-

lete dining set! Here's to the set half complete, and to the even greater fast that
soon awaits!

- Prior Exams Should
- Be A Public Record

The utiderg'radua(e student government association (SGA), recently enacted

an open test filing system for all final examinations given at Hofstra. The pur-

pose of this action is to force professors whose old exams have been placed in
the open file to make up new exams. Up until now, those professors who have
_reissued their old examns have enabled students who have obtained copies of
these old exams to “compromise” the test results. The effect of the open filing
system would be to cut down on cheating which necessarily occurs when old
exams not on file are circulated among various groups of students before the
actual test is given. |

Conscience takes the position that an open test filing system should be im-
posed on the faculty at Hofstra Law School. Every time a final exam is given, a
copy of that exam should be put into the “blue books” currently available at the

library reserve desk which now contain a copy of many—but not all —past ex-

ams. | | __
In view of the situation which occurred with last semester’'s Tax exam, the
credibility of the law school faculty and the student body necessitates that this
system be implemented to remove the taint that this cheating scandal has cast
upon past as well as future final exams given at Hofstra Law School.
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CONSCIENCE is published monthly from August to May by the
students of Hofstra University School of Law. _

The editorial board is committed to bringing Hofstra Law a compe-
tent, informative, lively newspaper of professional quality. We en-
courage everyone to write letters and articles. All submissions should
be typed, triple spaced, with name, phone number and year of gradua-
tion. Submissions may be dropped off in our box in the library.

CONSCIENCE is distributed free to the Hofstra community in-
cluding students, faculty and alumni. Funding comes from advertising
revenue. and the student activity fee. Postmaster, please return
undelivered copies to the above address. Subscriptions for others cost
$8. Re-publication of any article is prohibited without the consent of
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By SGA President
Jim Black -

Now that we have reached midterm, this
column will be a review of what has been ac-
complished by the SGA in the fall, and the
things we are still planning to finish.

Due to additional funds we were able to
allocate several organizations extra money. |
am particularly happy that we are able to
fund our Yearbook and The Environmental
Law Digest.

As promised during our campaign, the
constitution has been redrafted and moder-
nized. The most important facet of that ac-
complishment is the fact that the SGA is now
no longer final arbitor of its own decisions.

- An independent judiciary board now will

review SGA actions. We are also for the first
time represented on the University Senate,
and the Residential Life Judicial Board.

| would also like to congratulate all the stu-
dent members on the faculty committees.

- They have done a fine job representing our

views and opinions. This has been especially
true on the legal writing/Moot Court Com-
mittee, which | understand has been very
open to student input.

During this semester SGA will be sponsor-
ing several events. We are planning an end

of the year party and/or picnic in honor of
the Class of 1985. We will again be hosting
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the Faculty-Lecture Series. For those who
do not know what this is, a faculty member
meets with a group of approximately 25
students in the Faculty Lounge to discuss an
area of his/her legal expertise. Following the
lecture a wine and cheese buffet will be serv-
ed. Students who attended last year’s lecture
series found it enjoyable, and educational
and | would recommend students to sign up
for the series. Sign up sheets will be pasted
on the SGA Bulletin Bd. approx a week
before the lecture.

In a more substantive vein, we are cur-
rently working with the faculty in three areas.
We are proposing faculty policy changes in
test publication, student-faculty evaluations
and faculty evaluations of new faculty. When
progress has been made in these areas, we
will let the student body know.

The time is approaching for students to
consider whether they are interested in serv-
ing on the 1985-86 SGA. Elections are a lot
sooner than you think. They will be schedul-
ed for March 27th. ‘While | cannot speak for
the other members of the present Student
Government, [ personally will not seek
another term. | hope qualified and dedicated
people choose to run. If anyone is interested
in working on any of the above events or
running for office for next year, please speak
to someone on the SGA.

NEW PARKING PERMITS

Assistant Dean Robert Dougla

s has

Satety. If you do not obtain the new permit,
there is a possibility that your car will be
ticketed and/or towed. '

Hofstra Law Women presents

HOFSTRA LAW WOMEN

®
.

“Maternity Leave and the Successful Attorney,”
a discussion led by Carol M. Kanarek,
partner, Manhattan-based legal search and
recruitment consulting firm;
vice-chair of the American Bar Association’s
(Young Lawyers Division) Career Planning

and Placement Committee, on
Wednesday, March 13, 12 noon, Room 204.
~ Refreshments will be'served. @+
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_ " Playing Politics .
With The World Court

bv Dennis Warren

President Reagan’s decision to bar the

-U.S. government from further participation

in International Court of Justice proceedings

in a suit brought by Nicaragua, does not

augur well for the future of the Court.
Neither does the decision help to alleviate

the steadily mounting international tensions

created, to a large extent, by the struggle
among the superpowers for hegemony.

Underlying the United States’ recent deci-
sion—quite apart from the technical
pleadings over the issue of jurisdiction in the
case—lies an implicit political motive,
predicated no doubt, on U.S. economic
and geo-political interests in Central
America.

Nicaragua alleges, among other things.
that the U.S. government has systematically
carried out a program of destabilization.
under the capable leadership of the CIA.
aimed at overthrowing the Sandinista
government of Nicaragua.

The U.S. has countered with charges that
the Sandinista is a Marxist government, in-
tent only on executing Soviet/Cuban
designs in the region. The U.S. has also
specifically charged the Sandinistas with sup-
porting the revolutionaries in neighboring El
Salv OF " SR TPEEANINTSAN A Nes ) S A

The foregoing indicate the grave political
nature of the dispute, in which the ICJ seems

destined to be relegated to a secondary role.
instead of its primary one as a peacemaker.

By spurning the court’s ruling, the U.S.
strengthens the argument of those commen-
tators who view the ICJ as being practically
irrelevant, because of its limitations as an ad-
judicatory organ. *

It is evident that, whereas the ICJ may be
able to hand down rules based on well-
founded decisions. its ability to enforce judg-
ment is often times severely limited. Hence.
the case at hand, where the U.S. defies with
impunity the court’s ruling because it is in-
consistent with its immediate political goals in
Latin America.

It was not too long ago that the same court
cast judgment against the government of
Iran. in the much publicized and protracted

hostage crisis situation. Iran. at that time.
treated the court’s decision against it with dis-
dain.

Now, by its present action. the U.S. finds

itself following closely in the footsteps of the
country it so vociferously condemned in the
past.

But the U.S.. unlike Iran or other Third

World states, can scarcely allow itself to be
perceived in this light, for such action poses
a contradiction to the ideals which this nation
espouses: peace. freedom and democracy.
After all, America is the leader of the free
world. The fact is that many developing
states look to the U.S. as an arbiter of peace.
By its recent actions in the World Court, this
perception must be seriously compromised.

The U.S. seems to be sending a tacit
message to the rest of the world by its refusal.
to heed the ICJ ruling: that the court lacks
legitimacy and objectivity. Such a stance
must seriously undermine the role of the
court in today’s turbulent world.

But not all nations will blindly accept this
suggestion, for smaller states are aware of
the importance of the court, particularly in
situations where these states cannot defend
themselves against superior military might.
The undermining of the court, therefore.
clears the way for those with superior arms to
rule those without. Such a situation puts the

a7 -

superpowers in an ideal position. while

rendering the Third World states as mere
pawns in an ideological game. _

But even more serious than the possible
long term effects of the U.S. pullout on the
international legal system. is what this stands
for in terms of the political situation in
Nicaragua.

The U.S. action has drawn the ire of
many nations who have viewed it as ir-
responsible. But the U.S. seems quite willing
to bear the momentary scorn of its fellow na-
tions. to achieve its goals in Central America.
This move sets the tone for further aggres-
sion against Nicaragua. in violation of inter-
national law and against international sen-
timents. : |

There is one question Americans will be
forced to confront in the long run. however:
“Was itsworth it all?”

- Next Conscience
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me Hofstra University Alumni
Singles Club

is looking for new members. The club meets once a

month at the Student Center. Membership includes

a calendar of exciting events. If you are single and a

proud student, alumnus, or honorary alumnus of

Hofstra University, this club is for you. For further

information regarding meetings and activities, call:
Toby Goldstein, Hofstra Class of '74, at

938-8619

Dean E

ric J. Schmertz

Distinguished Professorship
Convocation

There is nothing more important-or more
inspiring to an educational institution than
the establishment of professorial chairs and
distinguished professorships. It honors, in
perpetuity, the person and the name of the
person for whom the professorship is
established —in this case, Benjamin Wein-
traub. It honors the professor in whose
academic discipline the professorship is
created and rewards him or her for ex-
cellence and performance in that
discipline—in this case Alan Resnick. It calls
credible, national attention to the school at
which the professorship is established and
particularly to the scholarly or planned
scholarly work in that discipline—in this case
Bankruptcy Law. And it adds lustre to the
academic and professional notoriety of the
school at which the professorship is created.

These Distinguished Professorships have
helped this Law School, not yet 15 years
old, to dramatically improved its ranking this
year in the Gourman Report from 98th to
28th among the 172 accredited law schools
in this country.

Today, Hofstra Law School is the happy
beneficiary of the name and reputation of

Benjamin Weintraub, one of the foremost

bankruptcy lawyers in this country.

- At Hofstra we are delighted that you and
your name have joined our growing group of
Distinguished Professorships. |

The Weintraub Professorship has its uni-
que characteristics. Its establishment and the
stature it accords to Bankruptcy Law is in a
very real sense the result of the inter-
disciplinary impact, the public interest and
the dignity that Benjamin Weintraub has
almost single handedly brought to Bankrupt-
cy Law. It has been Ben, through his cases,
his writings, and his professional activities
that the inter-relationship between Bankrupt-
cy Law and other legal disciplines has been
shown, and it has been Ben who has
demonstrated that when a bankruptcy pro-
ceeding is needed and carried out, it not on-
ly salvages the fiscal lives of many, but in do-
ing so permits the business enterprise to con-
tinue as an employer and contributes to the
economy while providing equitable and
tangible results for the creditors. In these
days we talk a good deal aboyt public in-
terest law. Bankruptcy law, as refined and
practiced by Benjamin Weintraub is as effec-
tive in the public interest as any other legal
subject | can think of. And Professor Resnick
has carried on that tradition by his superb
teaching of Bankruptcy Law and by his
scholarship in the field. |

What else is unique is that Ben and Alan
are friends, professional colleagues and col-
laborators. They wrote and published the
Bankruptcy Law Manual, a definitive work in
the field. Their professional relationship
transcends their respective ages and respec-
tive positions. They have formed a com-
plementary partnership out of which, and to
our benefit, this Professorship is created.

The Hofstra Law School thanks you for
what you have done and we thank the many
others, many who are here today, who have
made this historic event possible by con-
tributing to the endowment and by their ex-
pressions of support.

Remarks by Vice Dean Stuart

Rabinowitz

| have worked with Alan since he joined
the Law School faculty in September of
1974, In fact, as | had come to Hofstra two

years earlier, | was a member of the Faculty

Committee which interviewed and recom-
mended him for appointment. | recall that

the Committee unanimously and en-
thusiastically supported Alan’s candidacy for
a variety of reasons: his impressive academic
credentials (he graduated from Georgetown
University Law Center in 1972 where he was
an editor of the Law Review; he received an
LL.M. degree from Harvard in 1974 where
he was a Graduate Fellow); his practical ex-
perience; his enthusiasm for teaching; his
desire to excel in scholarly endeavors, his

~poise and self-confidence and finally, his

friendship with Billy Joel’s drummer. In ad-
dition, | was personally influenced by Alan’s
willingness to teach Bankruptcy Law, a
course which was then assigned to me. | did
not want to continue teaching Bankruptcy
because, in my view, it held little prospect of
any significant legislative or judicial change
or opportunity for innovative scholarship.
Obviously, 1 could not have been more
wrong nor Alan more correct about the
future of Bankruptcy Law. As you know, as
soon as Alan began teaching in that area, the
law underwent almost revolutionary change
which has generated exciting new issues and
fascinating debate among scholars and
lawyers. Of course, knowing Alan as | do. |
suspect similar developments would have
occurred had the course we exchanged been
[Legal History.

[Ilt is with both professional admiration
and personal joy that | briefly describe the
reasons why he is being honored this after-
noon. Or, as his youngest son, Craig. has
observed, why Alan today is to be “in
auguarated into the Hofstra Hall of Fame.”

Alan Resnick’'s extraordinary ac-
complishments during his ten “years at
Hofstra have realized the highest aspirations
we have set for the development of our
young law school. Indeed, | do not believe it
an exaggeration to conclude that Alan has
played a vital role in our success to date.

Hofstra has recognized from its inception
that the primary function of a law faculty is to
teach law students. By all accounts (his
students and peers), Alan is a superb
classroom teacher. And. over the years,
students have given him the highest ac-
colade a law teacher can receive: Protfessor
Resnick taught them not just the principles of
Bankruptcy, Contracts or Commercial Law:
he taught them how “to think like lawyers.”

Nor has Alan confined his teaching to the
Hofstra classrooms or ignored the fact that
members of a law faculty should be actively
involved with the lega profession as a whole.

He has lectured extensively on Bankrupt-
cy and Commercial Law to the practicing
Bar in programs sponsored by such
organizations as the American Bar Associa-
tion, the New York State Bar Association.
Professional Education Systems. Inc.. the
Annual Uniform Commercial Code Institute.
the Nassau Bar Association. the Queens
County Bar Association and the Advanced

'Practice Institute.

In addition to its emphasis on teaching.
Hofstra has also recognized that a hallmark
of a Law School of excellence is a faculty
engaged in significant legal scholarship.
Alan’s scholarly productivity during his
10-year teaching career has been extraor-
dinary. As you have heard. he has co-
authored with Benjamin Weintraub the
Bankruptcy Law Manual with Annual Sup-
plements, He has also co-authored two
other books withecolleagues on the Hofstra
Faculty. He has authored or co-authored
seven law review and law journal articles. He
has also written, with Benjamin Weintraub.
at last count, fourteen columns in the
Uniform Commercial Code Law dJournal.

Continued on page 6




Continued from page 5

The high quality of these works is evidenced
by the fact that his writings have been cited in
at least 35 judicial opinions of federal courts.
including decisions. by the 3rd, 5th, 7th and
9th Circuits. One of his articles which was
published in the Rutgers Law Review is
widely recognizes as the leading arficle on
pre-barikruptcy planning by purchasing ex-
empt property with non-exempt assets in
contemplation of bankruptcy. In fact, the
State of Main enacted a new statute, relying
heavily upon Professor Resnick’s. proposal
for reform in this area. It is fair to say that
Alan has already established himself as a
prominent authority in his field.

Lastly, Hofstra Law School has encourag-
ed its faculty to engage in professional,
_university and community service activities.
Again, Alan’s record in these respects is ex-
emplary. He is a member of the National
‘Bankruptcy Conference and the Bankruptcy
Committees of the American Bar Associa-

-« tion and the New York State Bar Associa-

tion. He is a member of the Panel of Com-

mercial Arbitrators of the American Arbitra-

tion Association and consults with practicing
attorneys on Bankruptcy matters. He served
as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Nassau Chapter of the NYCLU and par-
ticipated on a pro bono basis in its litigations.
He has been a member of the Professional
Advisory Board of the Association for
Children with Learning Disabilities and has
organized and moderated programs for that
organization. as well as for the Long' Island
Rehabilitation Association. In addition. Alan
has given us the benefit of his leadership
abilities by serving-as Associate Dean and as
a member of virtually every significant law
school committee. |

" That is a brief summary of Professor
Resnick’'s professional accomplishments to
date. But there is more to Alan that that. He
has somehow managed to maintain his per-
sonal order of priorities. He has never
‘sacrificed his family life for his work. On the
contrary, his wife. Jill, whose judgment Alan
always seeks and follows (except when he
makes a mistake) and his sons. Brian and

‘Conscience

Craig, have always come first. Alan would

rather talk about Brian’s baseball successes
and Craig’s hockey triumphs than -even the
most subtle of issues concerning voidable
preferences. And in a time when it is perhaps
not very fashionable to do so, Alan speaks
openly of his love and admiration for his
narents.

In short, this honor could not be bestowed
upon a more deserving person than Pro-
fessor Alan Resnick. Like the Hofstra Law
School he has achieved tremendous profes-
sional success at a relatively young age and
like Hofstra Law School we can confidently
predict for each that the best is yet to come.

Remarks by Professor Alan N. 'Resnick

When preparing my remarks for today's
event, | realized that—considering the
lateness of the hour when [ would be speak-
ing—what the audience would be most in-
terested in hearing from me is anything at all,
so long as it is brief, and followed by clear
directions on how to get to the food and
drink at the reception. [ promise that [ will try
to be brief, and that [ will use this time only to

express my gratitude, as well as, my sense of

responsibility and challenge which this
distinguished professorship entails. |

" First, | wish to personally thank the many
friends, relatives and colleagues of Benjamin
Weintraub, whose love and respect for Ben,

coupled with their enormous genero

" have made this event possible. In this regard.

| am especially grateful to the law firm of
[evin & Weintraub ‘& Crames and to other
members of the bar who gave their support.

- And, of course, |-am immensely grateful to -
Ben. whose desire to continue to contribute

to scholarship and education in this impor-
tant field. is the spirit and driving force
behind the distinguished professorship being

celebrated today. | also thank Ben for his

confidence in Hofstra University, in this law
school, and in me personally.

['wish to express my thanks to the Board
of Trustees, to President Shuart, the Provost

1 ‘ /. ;

a “lawyer’s lawyer.” | know him as a "pro-

Hammer, to Dean Schmertz, and to my col-
leagues on the Law School faculty, all of
whom supported'and endorsed my appoint-
ment to this distinguished professorship. I
must say, however, that my feelings of
gratitude to all of these members of the
Hofstra community, as well as to the .staft
and students; go well behond the honor [ am
receiving today. | have been a member of
this faculty for more than 10 years, and |
have always appreciated the confidence, en-
couragement and personal friendship which
| have received here. -

Anybody who knows me well also knows
that my expressions of gratitude would not
be complete without mentioning my family,
who [ love, and [ thank them for their love
and affection. ,

Now [ wish to say a few words about the
unique responsibility and challenge which
this honor carries with it, because of the
name attached to it. Six years ago, [ met Ben
Weintraub, which turmed out to be one of
the most significant events in my professional

.career. We teamed up as co-authors and

produced more than 20 publications in five
years. But much more than that, Ben and
his lovely wife, Jeanne, have become warm
and dear friends, and Ben and | enjoy a
special professional relationship that brings
us into almost daily contact. Ben has in-
fluenced me by his enormous energy, in-
telligence, creativity, wit and dedication to

this important area of the law. Most of the
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fessor’s professor.” He inspires me as only a
mentor can. |

Although most of my students have never
met thim, they all have been touched by his
ideas, and his ideals—through me. The
students in my course on bankruptcy law
even known Ben's work directly—an article
on Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors
written by Ben, Harris Levin and Eugen
Sosnoff, published in Cornell Law Review

back in 1953, is reprinted in their casebook
which was recently published 1984. In fact.
judges, lawyewrs, law professors and law
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students have been benefiting .from Ben's
remarkable level of scholarship for many
years: articles in Harvard Law Review, in
Cornell, in Rutgers, in Fordham, in N.Y.U.,
and many others—it's enough to impress
even the most productive academics.

In addition, Ben exemplifies profes-
sionalism in the highest sense of the word.

-He has made substantial contributions to the

development and improvement of bankrupt-
cy law in this country. He has testified before
Congress, served on numerous professional
committees, has been an active member of
the National Bankruptcy Conference, and
has taught and written in this area extensive-
ly. And in ail that | have seen him do, he has
never strayed from the highest professional
and ethical standards.

It is for these reasons that occupying a
distinguished professorship which bears
Ben's name is much more than an honor. It
is a responsibility and challenge to-live up to
Ben’s high professional standards. My new
title will serve as a constant reminder that |
should be teaching my students more than
what the law is and how it is applied; that [
should try to instill in them a creative, vi-
sionary spirit which will put them at the

forefront of law reform and development

which is where Ben has always been. This ti-
tle will constantly remind me to keep

reaching beyond mere reporting in my

scholarly writing, and to continue to strive to
break new ground, and to advance new
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beyond the classroom, and the law
library to contribute to-the best of my ability

on a much broader scale to the betterment of -

the legal profession in general, and of the
bankruptcy bar in particular, and to inspire
my students to do the same.

When one is called the “Benjamin Wein-’
traub Distinguished Professor,” there is no
room for professional inaction or com-
placency. |

| will try my very best to meet the
challenge of living up to Ben'’s high level of
excellence.

Thank you.

‘Law Race and Racism Course

By Karen M. Funk

“Too many lawyers are insensitive to their
greater ethical and social responsibilities...I'd

like to think that if there were a consistent

and diligent focus in the law schools in
general on the lawyer's moral and social
responsibility, there would be more concern
on such concepts.”

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor — in a speech

criticizing law schools for concentrating

~ strictly on teaching legal skills at the
expense of ethics.

This past semester a seminar course on
[Law Race and Racism was offered. Approx-
imately thirty students participated.. Pro-
fessor Douglas Colbert took the class

through the legal history of racism in the

United States. After reading the entire
Supreme Court gpinion on Dred Scott V.
Sanford (which [ thought up until then was
only a few paragraphs long) | was shocked
that nearly all law students leave law school
~without ever reading the full opinion. Dred
Scott is the most revealing opinion pn how
the government justified institutionalized

racism in this country. Blacks and Indians
were.determined to be property, not peopie
and certainly not citizens. The justitication

Opens Eyes

was on religious and moral grounds because

.the white majority knew what was best for

those “non-citizens”.

One of the amazing things | discovered
about studying the legal history or racism
was that even though the condition of Black
people has changed in this country since
1857, some of the language and rationale

used in Dred Scott is still with us today, and

is being used in official statements by Brad-

ford Reynolds of the Justice Department.

The class included presentations from
some outside speakers. Two speakers ad-
dressed the legal history of Asian-Americans
in this country. One speaker was a woman
who was interned in an American Concen-
tration camp during World War II. Her hus-
band was a Nisei soldier. The class also had
the opportunity to hear Arthur Kinoy talk

about his legal strategies and experiences in
the South in the 1960's and 1970’s.

Law Race and Racism increased student
sensitivity to the fact that racism exists in all

areas of the law and the society in which we.

live. Students in the class, both minority and
majority (about 50-50) were effected by the
impact of this seminar course. Some
students were affected more than others

The comment heard most often was |

wasn’t aware of that part of our history”. As
stidents got more comfortable with each
other and some trust was built (not a normal
occurrance in a law school class) minority
students discussed their experiences as
students at Hofstra. Feelings such as isola-
tion, alienation and a feeling that majority
students did not respect them as they
respected their other peers. One student told
of incidents, (which received knowing nods

from other minority students?) in which he

had given a correct answer in class and other
students would look at him in amazement as
if to say or to actually say “that was a good
answer, how did you know that, you are
pretty smart’ .

Another concern expressed by minority
students was the uncertainty of -what was
ahead for them after law school. While there
are few minority students at Hotstra, accor-
ding to a 1982 study conducted by the Task
Force 'on Discrimination for the National

Association of Law Placement, only 300

Black people were employed by 272 private
firms in the 12 largest cities in the United

States — less than 2 percent. of those
lawvyers. Black partners in the tirms are even
scarcer — 41 in the 272 firms. In 1982, the
Nationa! Law Journal’s survev.of the 151

largest firms showed that 25 of the firms did
not have even one Black lawyer, and that
overall Black people accounted for only 2.9
percent of all lawyers in the firms — a figure
that doubled the previous year’s- 1.4 percent
showing. This situation is circular. Black
students do-not feel comfortable interviewing
with a firm that has low Black hiring so they
do not apply — they ask themselves, Why
would they want to' work in a firm like that?

The majority of students in the- class
(speaking for myself) were forced to confront
their own notions of racism, recognize and
face racist attitudes that they carried around
with them and hopefully resolve thic “or
themselves. | was glad | had an opportunity
to do this while still in law school. Courses
such- as Law, Race and Racism foster

awareness and sensitivity, which  Justice
O’Connor feels is necessary for the develop-
ment of a lawyer’'s moral and'social respon-
sibility which would result in a concern for
such concepts as racism.
happen with in the context of a legal
framework, makes a course such as Lau
Race and Racism a unique and worthwhile
course. If Hofstra is serious about recruiting
and retaining minority students, courses
such as this are essentia
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SGA Representative Counter - Attacks

To the Editor:

I am somewhat hesitant to respond to Joe
Lee’s letter on the recent SGA budget
meetings published in the November-
December issue of Conscience, fearing that
by responding, | will only legitimize what
would otherwise be a poorly reasoned, im-
mature collection of Mr. Lee’s thoughts on
an important issue. Nonetheless, considering
the significance of the matter at hand, | find
that intelligent discourse on this subject has
been lacking, and is therefore necessary.

Notwithstanding the initial tone of this let-
ter, I will strive to keep my remarks - on a
more mature plane than that exhibited by
Mr. Lee. Although it is certainly within his
discretion to write in whatever style he might
feel to be most effective, | personally found
Mr. Lee’s incessant name—calling (Queen
Victoria, The Man Who Would Be King...)
to be incredibly sophmoric and certainly less
than what might be expected from any law
student.

Mr. Lee began his tirade by noting that |
had the “audacity” to call last year’s budget
meeting a “fiasco,” a characterization that
supposedly ‘implied that last year's Reps.
were “incompetent.” First, | made no such
implication, and would suggest that Mr.
Lee’s remarks may in fact be nothing more
than the product of his unpleasant realization
that, competenctcy aside, this year's SGA
implemented a more effective and intelligent
budgetary process than that used in the past,
thereby accounting for Mr. Lee’s feelings of
inadequacy. Second, any impression receiv-
ed by anyone to the fact that | sat in on last

- year's budget meetings (which I did not) was

1 used to be a closet malcontent. | thought
| was the only person in the world who
thought there was anything wrong with
Hofstra Law School. Then in hushed
hallway whisperings | learned gradually that
there were dozens, nay, scores — who
shared my beliefs. It's now clear to me that
my early instincts were accurate: the Em-
porer is indeed naked; there is plenty wrong
here.

So what's my beef? Why now, in the final
weeks of my stay and while still-in the good
graces of a few school officials and staff, do |
spring like a .Jack-in-the-box from the
aforementioned closet and purport to tell all
— like it is? Why don’t | just graduate or
somethmg and go away quietly? Why can’t |
~ simply “pass and be forgotten with the rest”?
Why doesn’t a mild-mannered gentleman
(my own characterization), who should
perhaps be contemplating the peace that ac-
- companies orie’s silvery years behave as
such, and not seek to rouse rabble?

Because | don’t believe in playing dead,

that's why. Because | think we can be a bet-
ter school than we are.. Because we have
bnght hardworking students and'faculty and
we're not making full use of all this light and
heat for the students’ maximum benefit.

We don’t hear very many complaints from
students during their first and perhaps se-
cond years because they are too busy, con-
fused, traumatized, tranquilized, intimidated
or unsure of themselves to criticize their new
home. In their final year, with the worst now
a fading memory, students’ attentions
directed to seeking employment and depat-
ting on good terms with all, and recognizing
that it will soon all be over, they content
themselves with counting the days and are
simply not concerned with stirring up trou-
ble. (I must pause to say that many school

personnel and students may be  quite

satisfied with the'school as it-is and will pooh-
pooh all this. | do not for a moment claim to
be the voice of the majority of the student
population; | speak only for myself and, |
hope, for a few other sensitive souls in whom
| may strike a resonant chord.)

For my part, [.choose not to remain silent
any longer; as one of the community, it is my

the product of creative reporting and editing
by Conscience. Although the Conscience
reporter with whom | spoke unquestionably
knew from both my comments and from fact
that | did not attend those meetings, | was
nonetheless quoted in a manner that pro-
duced distorted conclusions. (One might
find this fact to be indicative of the problems
recognized by the SGA when deciding to ex-
clude a Conscience reporter from the
meetings).

| am also somewhat bewildered by Mr.
Lee’s suggestion that, considering my
absence from last year’'s meetings, my com-
ments were nothing more than “ignorant
hearsay.” Mr. Lee seems to suggest that my
absence renders me incapable from
recognizing certain facts about those
meetings and acting accordingly. Such a no-
tion is alarmingly naive, for it ignores the fact

that the SGA is an on-going entity, requiring

present members to often act in response to
and in reliance upon past events. (Mr. Lee
also conveniently forgets that throughout his
letter,” he comments upon various thought
processes conducted by both SGA President
Jim Black and myself, and I can confidently

say that however omnipotent Joe Lee thinks -

he may in fact be, he most certainly was not

present when | came to the various conclu-

sions that | reached). Furthermore, if Mr.
Lee is every bit the evidentiary expert he fan-
cies himself to be, he should recognize that
my statements, although grounded in hear-
say, would in fact be hearsay exceptions, as
they were clearly based upon statements
made against the interests of the declarants.
Had he bothered to research the facts Mr.
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duty to speak out and | do so in the hope
that at least some of my thoughts will pro-
voke actions that will benefit the school in
general and the students especially.

[ believe students are subjected to burdens
and deprivations great and small in both
academic and non-academic areas. These
affect the quality of instruction we receive, as
well as our day-to-day life here. Fortunately,
it would be relatively simple and inexpensive
to make changes, but it would first be
necessary for school officials to adjust their
mind-set. |

Stating the overall problem in business
terms, | think there exists a failure to
recognize and treat the student as the
customer. That's it, the whole thing. The stu-
dent pays the electric bills, the salaries, the
insurance premiums, and so on and on. And
the reason for the very existence of the
school is the education of the student. When
a business forgets who its customer is, it
often suffers financially, or in the case of
government “businesses,” starts to resemble
your friendly and efficient Motor Vehicle

p‘l """'4 H 1.

Bureau, and the public suffers. But when a-

school forgets who its customer is, it is the
student who suffers.

| feel certain that if Hofstra Law would
adopt (or reinforce) the student-as-customer
philosophy, ‘we could soon see 'im-
provemernts in many areas, as for example,
examination and registration procedures.: (I'll
have specific recommendations on these and
other barbaric rites in subsequent letters.)

For example, and without my going into
painstaking detail, which I expect to do in the
future, | suggest that the student-customer
would be better served if the following prac-
tices were instituted:”

(1) designated office hours for professors.

to eliminate the need for playing “catch the
prof”. .
(2) objective examinations in mid-
semester, to instill confidence and a sense of
direction in the student, aid him in learning,
and relieve some pressure at finals time.

(3) post-exam reviews, to provide
valuable learning opportunities.

(4) open house discussions with pro-
fessors .prior to registration, to permit wiser
selection of courses and to minimize drop-

alcontent To The Editor

Lee would have discovered that | came to
my conclusions after speaking primarily with
both Jim Black and Doug Lieberman.
Although it was clearly stated in the October
issue of Conscience that Doug voted against
closing the meeting and Jim abstained from
voting although making his displeasure with
the decision to close known, Mr. Lee failed
to recognize that, as strong advocates of an

open meeting, both Jim and Doug had every -

reason to present last year's SGA meetings
in the most favorable light possible. But,
much to their credit, Jim and Doug instead
responsibly recounted an accurate descrip-
tion of those meetings, which were
characterized by disorder and confusion.
Actually, a lot of things were clearly stated
in the October issue of Conscience, but
somehow, Mr. Lee never got a solid grasp
on many of the facts published. Of course,
I'm assuming it was ignorance and not bla-
tant malice that led him to completely mis-
quote and misinterpret what | said. Mr. Lee
correctly attributes to me a statement that, “It
does not matter what an individual says.”
Unfortunately, such a quote is interpreted by
Mr. Lee in a manner that is completely out of
context. Mr. Lee suggests that | am saying
that “Students don’t have the right to
oversee [the budget] process.” In fact, what |
was saying was that the SGA acts as a
responsible body, and in that regard, it is not
important what an individual SGA member
says. Such a meaning would have been in-
escapably apparent by reading the October
Conscience had Mr. Lee merely put more
emphasis in comprehending what was said.

_'and less erpphas:s on his juvenile jeering.

add frenzy at the start of each semester.

Of course, this merely scratches the sur-
face. When one starts thinking *“student-as-
customer’ many possibilities for improve-
ment reveal themselves. | would hope that

Letter to the Editor:

The Gorman Report may rank Hofsta as
the twenty-eighth best law school in the
country, but I'll bet Gorman never met the
people who run Hofstra’s “residential life”
program. lf it were possible in ranking or ac-

- crediting A.B.A. law schools to take into ac-

count the quality of housing provided to
their out-of-state students, Hofstra would

find itself rated—INADEQUATE' The best

executed public relations campaign to win
Hofstra status as a national law school is
substantially undermined if its graduates,
who practice outside the northeastern cor-
ridor, decline to recommend the school to
prospective law students. For example, |
believe Hofstra to be a good law school and
that | have obtained an excellent legal educa-
tion at Hofstra. Nevertheless, based on my
experiences as an out-of-state residential law
student, living in university housing, | would
not recommend Hofstra Law School to
anyone.

Although the law school is entermg its fif-
teenth year, it remains incapable of coor-
dinating its semester schedule with residen-
tial" life. . This makes it impossible for law
students to reside in university housing while
participating in the law school’s regular pro-
gram, without serious disruptions. The real
problem may lie with the people in residential
lite, who write the rules and enforce them. In
my experience, the insensitivity of those in
charge at “residential life”’ to the legitimate
housing needs of out-of-state students is tru-
ly remarkable. Those of us who do not have
family homes in Nassau.County to retreat to
during arbitrary housing interruptions are
especially inconvenienced.

Additionally, the entrepreneurial zeal with
which residential life conducts its billings is
strikingly uncharacteristic for a “non-profit”
organization. Housing at Hofstra Law

In a nutshell, the decision reached by the
SGA to close the budget meeting was the
right decision. | stood by it in October (as did
an overwhelming majority of the student
groups most affected by the decision) and |
continue to stand by it today. When an open
budget hearing affords each group the op-
portunity to present a case justifying its
budget requests, and provides for compe-
tent, intelligent, unpressurized discussion
between the group’s representatives and the
SGA members (and such a hearing did in
fact take place), there is no rational reason to
then have those same individuals attend a
budget meeting where the only purpose they
can serve (and the only purpose they have in
fact served in past meetings) is to pressure
SGA members and to infringe upon the ef-
fectiveness and ligitimacy of the budget
allocation process. If Mr. Lee suggests, as he
in fact does, that the presence of these

students is useful in answering questions and -

offering suggestions, then | would suggest
that Mr. Lee does not understand the entire

budgetary process. The hearings are the pro-

per forum for that kind of exploration and in-
terrogation. Ilf, by the time of the SGA
budget vote, the SGA members are still ill-
prepared to come to decisions, they are not
properly performing their functions. And so
there will be no doubts about my implications
here, | am not suggesting that last vear's
SGA was incompetent. Let Mr. [ee decide
that for himself.
Neil Kurlander — Jrd Year Rep.

Editors. Note: Conscience stands by the
accuracy of its story and the portrayal of Mr.
Kurlander s comments.

<

other Conscience readers use this and other
forums to make known their complaints, as
well as their suggestions for improving the
quality of the product we're purchasing.

--Jack Foster 3L

Out of State Student Sounds Off

School may be inadequate, but in my o»
nion it is not undistinguished.

At what university in the United States
that purports to furnish housing to its out of
state law students would these very students
be kicked out of the dorms at the start of the
law journal writing competition? Yet, Hofstra
University can claim that distinction. That

happened to me at the conclusion of my first

year at Hofstra. It was only after a concerted
lobbying effort by a group of able law
students that the University relented. The
only catch was that we still had to pack all of
our belongings and move from the Universi-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>