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The Honorable Shunji Yanai of Japan, a member of the  
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) in Hamburg, 
Germany, since 2005, served as president of the Tribunal from 
October 1, 2011, to September 30, 2014. 

As president of ITLOS, Judge Yanai served as the president of the 
Chamber of Summary Procedure, which hears claims by summary 
procedure at the request of the parties and provides provisional 
rulings when the Tribunal is not in session. He also served as presi-
dent of the Chamber for Maritime Delimitation Disputes.

Before becoming a member of ITLOS, Judge Yanai had a distin-
guished career as a Japanese diplomat. He joined the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry in 1961 after receiving his LL.B. from the 
University of Tokyo. He served as the director of the International 
Conventions Division, the Legal Affairs Division and the Treaties 
Division and as the director-general of the Foreign Policy Bureau. 

He became deputy minister for foreign affairs in 1997 and served in 
that position until 1999, when he was appointed ambassador to the 
United States.

Following his retirement from the Foreign Ministry in 2002, Judge 
Yanai entered academe, becoming a professor of international law 
at Chuo University in Tokyo (2002-2007). He also served as a visit-
ing professor of international law at Waseda University in Tokyo.

Judge Yanai also serves as the president of the Japan Branch 
of the International Law Association. Among his past organiza-
tional appointments, he has served as a member of the Vienna 
Conference on the Law of Treaties (1968-1969), the U.N. Outer 
Space Committee and Legal Subcommittee Sessions (1973-1974), 
the Third U.N. Conference on the Law of the Sea (1973-1978) and 
the Drafting Committee of the Law of the Territorial Sea (1977). 
As a diplomat, he was also involved in fisheries negotiations with 
Indonesia, the Soviet Union and the Republic of Korea.


